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Let the games begin
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We have witnessed some incredible moments in
men’s professional golf throughout 2021. We’ve
seen the ﬁrst Japanese Major winner, the oldest
Major winner, the ﬁrst Spanish US Open
champion, a young star lift the Claret Jug on his
debut and a worthy Olympic Gold Medallist.
It’s been a thrilling year, but the very best
action of the season may well be saved for last as Europe and the USA face
off in the greatest show in golf – the Ryder Cup.
If you ask golf fans on either side of the pond to name their most vivid
memories of watching elite golf, I’m certain a disproportionate percentage
of responses would involve the Ryder Cup. The great biennial transatlantic
contest offers up a compelling combination of competitive zeal, drama,
camaraderie and sportsmanship.
From Nicklaus’ concession at Birkdale in 1969, through the US dominance
of the 1970s to the emergence of Team Europe and the tensely fought
matches of the last 35 years, the Ryder Cup showcases the very best of golf.
This time round, it’s been three years since Europe’s procession to victory in
Paris and the extra wait has only served to heighten the anticipation.
It’s set to be an enthralling contest, with an extremely strong US team
looking to regain the Cup against a European side hoping to win on
American soil for the ﬁrst time since the ‘Miracle at Medinah’.
For me, that incredible comeback by Team Europe in 2012 provided the
most electrifying entertainment of any golﬁng event I’ve watched. Reading
Michael Weston’s excellent piece recalling the contest in GM Classics on
page 64, the hairs on the back of my neck stood to attention once again.
Also in this issue’s comprehensive Ryder Cup preview section, Bill Elliott
looks forward to the action at Whistling Straits, European Ryder Cup stalwart
Colin Montgomerie selects his Ryder Cup ‘dream team’, Tyrrell Hatton and
Ian Poulter talk to Kit Alexander and our American contributor, Brian Wacker,
gives an enlightening ‘view from the States’.
It’s hard to call who will prevail on the
shores of Lake Michigan – Team USA have the
edge on paper, but we all know how
important Europe’s team spirit and unity have
SUBSCRIBE TO
been in recent years. Whatever the outcome,
GOLF MONTHLY!
the 43rd Ryder Cup is sure to deliver some
Subscribe now and get a
thrilling and nerve-shattering golf. I can’t wait.
dozen Srixon Z-Star golf

Michael Harris
michael.harris@futurenet.com
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YOUR VIEW

The pick of the letters and emails to hit the
Golf Monthly offices this month
Simple acts of kindness

It was great to spend a couple
of days watching the players
compete in the Cazoo Open at
Celtic Manor. It was always
something I did with my late
father and this year I went with
my 15-year-old son for the ﬁrst
time as he starts to take an
interest in our great game.
I had a brief conversation
with a lovely couple on the
16th green on Thursday. The
lady asked me whose ball was
in the bunker. It turned out to
be her son, Nicholas
Poppleton’s. She told me he’d
found the bunkers too many
times and was three-over.

Nicholas
Poppleton

We strolled up to the 17th tee
after Nick’s parents had
walked on and Nick then
walked past and took the time
to ask me and my son if we
were having a nice time.
Despite a frustrating day, that
was very kind. He is a credit to
his parents and his profession.
Jon Watkins, Pontypool

In praise of UK golf clubs
Are UK golf clubs the best in
the world? And have enforced
staycations helped us to
appreciate just how fortunate
we are? We may not have
guaranteed good weather,
but having attempted to play
golf in hot, humid conditions, I
10

would take the changeable UK
weather any day.
Our clubs are friendly,
caring, inclusive and ﬂexible.
On my course, we can play
singly as well as in two-,
three- or four-balls. I like
playing with friends and
strangers, but there are times
when I really enjoy playing
alone, focusing on my game
or simply relishing time out.
As a member, I can play as
often as I like and choose

how many holes to play. I can
play early or in the evening.
In Spain, we had to buy (and
ration) our green fees. We
could only start between 9am
and 4pm, even in summer,
and when we booked a
two-ball we would often ﬁnd
ourselves obliged to pair up
with others. Our UK club keeps
us informed about all relevant
club news, and we can have a
say in matters that affect the
club and us.

in association with

Letter of the Month
I’m writing while watching the mixed ISPS Handa World
Invitational and have to say how excited I am right now about
the women’s game. Events like these are becoming more
common, and I think it’s fantastic to see where the female game
is at in both the professional and amateur spheres. I read that 25
per cent of all female golfers who played in the UK last year were
new to golf, so there is genuine hope that the future is bright.
We’ve known for a long time that golf is male-dominated and
women are under-represented, but statistics like this and these
fantastic mixed professional events give me real excitement as
to where the sport is heading. We’ve seen the Women in Golf
Charter in recent years, too, and we also have some fantastic
role models in Dame Laura Davies, Georgia Hall, Charley Hull, Mel
Reid and the excellent Sky Sports broadcaster Inci Mehmet. No
longer is golf that stereotypical, stuffy, middle-aged man’s sport!
David Hall, Berkshire

More reasons to
be hopeful for
women’s golf
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Crossword compiled by Tait

Then there is the wonderful
scenery, whether it’s rugged
coastline or lush green
parkland. I ﬁrst took up golf in
Spain to share the sport with
my husband, but it’s the help
and encouragement I have
received from my local Welsh
club that has led me to persist
and come to love the game.
Jakki Moxon, via email
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Try ‘ten to one’

Here’s a fun game I use
around the practice green
called ‘ten to one’. You start
with ten balls and one club.
Drop the balls in the same
spot, play them as they lie and
try to get at least one ball into
a pre-determined ‘safe zone’,
maybe 12ins from the cup or
wherever you could
reasonably call a gimme.
Chip, ﬂop, straight-arm
zipper, shank – it doesn’t
matter as long as you stop
one of the ten balls in the zone.
As soon as you do, move on to
nine balls and start again, but
from a different spot. Then
eight balls and so on. The
pressure builds as the number
of balls gets lower. When you
have two balls left and know
you need one in gimme range,
it starts to get pretty tasty!
The aim is to complete it in
ten shots, but that requires
seriously good play and a
Tiger-like nerve. The lowest I’ve
managed so far is 19 shots. If
your short game is the
undoing of your promising
medal rounds, try ‘ten to one’
and feel the pressure – it’s a
great way to prepare for the
heat of the battle.
Ben Chapman, via email

ANSWERS

Across

7 Mount in Kilkenny (6)
8 A runny nose for two-time
USPGA winner (6)
9 Equipment first employed by
1992 US Open winner (4)
10 Slow host hits low balls (3,5)
11 Pairs who won a Green
Jacket (7)
13 St Louis layout includes 3rd
hole at Royal Portrush (5)
15 Six in pot to be a US Open
winner (5)
17 Gull had disturbed winner of
three Majors in the 1930s (7)
19 Finn who won last year’s Oman
Open (8)
21 Panic winner of The Players
Championship in 2005 (4)
23 Everyone is in the hole at this
type of par 3 (4,2)
24 Club in Devon (6)

Down

1 Julian is a reassuring
presence (4)
2 Align the field (4,2)
3 Joel rattles around on
European Tour (7)
4 Sketch ball path (4)
5 Niches show units of
measurement at Falkirk Tryst’s
5th (6)
6 Handy for drivers? (4,4)
12 The last Green Jacket winner of
the 20th century (8)
14 Augusta’s 6th hole (7)
16 One range at Sussex club (6)
18 Refund awarded to Jason (6)
20 Mountain range at Royal
Liverpool and Royal Dublin (4)
22 Hunt Ratcliffe at Christmas (4)

WIN!
The letter of the month winner receives a year’s supply (six dozen) of the best Titleist golf ball for his or her game
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Morikawa makes
history at St George’s
What was the secret to you
winning the Claret Jug?
I just enjoy these moments – I
talk about it so much that we
love what we do. And you have
to embrace it. You have to be
excited about these
opportunities. That’s how I
looked at it, especially coming
down the stretch. I’m excited to
have the Claret Jug right here
in my possession for a year.
How does it feel to make
history as the first player to
win two Majors on debut?
At 24 years old, it’s so hard to
look back at the two short
years I’ve been a pro and see
what I’ve done, because I want
more. I want to teach myself to
embrace it a little more, maybe
spend a few extra days and sit
back and drink out of this
[Claret Jug].
Can you put into words the
significance of what you
have achieved?
I won the USPGA in 2020 and
then, coming back as the
defending champion, you just
have a sense like you belong.
The Open is going to be part of
my life for the rest of my life, no
matter what happens. To be a
part of that history is awesome.
To hear Champion Golfer of
the Year, it gives me chills.
15
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Australian Minjee Lee claimed her maiden Major title at the Evian Championship...

...two weeks after younger brother
Min Woo Lee had come through a
three-man play-off to win the
Scottish Open and pocket
a cheque for over €1.1m

16

SHARPEN

GROOVE SHARPENER

REPAIR

3-IN-1 PITCH REPAIRER

Welshman Stephen Dodd became a senior Major winner when he holed a ten-foot birdie putt
on the 18th at Sunningdale to pip Miguel Angel Jimenez to the Senior Open Championship

DRAW

BALL LINE MARKER

Did you know?
Tournament host Brendan Lawlor
lived up to his headliner billing at
the ISPS Handa World Disability
Invitational, winning by six shots
to make it back-to-back victories.
He’s now top of the World Ranking
for Golfers With Disability.

ALIGN

BALL MARKER AND PUTT ALIGNMENT

The winners of Modest Golf’s ISPS Handa World
Invitational with their trophies (l-r): Pajaree
Anannarukarn, Brendan Lawlor and Daniel Gavins

WWW.GROOVEFIX.COM

020 8240 0527

100% BRITISH MADE
17
LIFETIME GUARANTEE
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Schauffele wins gold for USA
as seven battle for bronze
Xander Schauffele overcame
a stellar field to win the Gold
Medal for Team USA at the
Tokyo Olympics. The 27-yearold led by one over home
favourite Hideki Matsuyama
heading into the final round
and fired a four-under 67 to
finish 18-under, taking the top
step on the podium by the
slimmest of margins.

Marc Leishman
The popular
Aussie exited The
Open at the
halfway stage
and then
finished in a tie
for 51st out of 60
competitors at
the Olympic
Men’s Golf
Tournament.
18

“This whole experience has
been really special,” said
Schauffele, whose dad, a top
decathlete, was denied the
chance of a medal after being
hit by a drunk driver on the
way to Olympic training nearly
40 years ago.
With a host of big names in
the mix, there was no shortage
of drama at Kasumigaseki

Justin Harding
The World No.88
finished top 20 at
The Open, before
backing that up
with a runner-up
finish at the
Cazoo Open in
Wales and a tie
for 7th at the ISPS
Handa World
Invitational.

This year’s
men’s Olympic
golf medallists

GOOD
MONTH
BAD MONTH

Country Club. Surprise
package Rory Sabbatini
emerged as Schauffele’s
nearest challenger, recording
eight birdies and an eagle in a
ten-under 61 that would have
forced a play-off but for the
American’s nerveless final-hole
up-and-down from 98 yards.
The South African-turnedSlovakian had the consolation
of a silver medal, with seven
players, including Paul Casey,
Rory McIlroy, Collin Morikawa
and Matsuyama, battling it out
for bronze. In the end, CT Pan
outlasted them all to secure a
medal for Chinese Taipei.

Matt Kuchar
The nine-time
PGA Tour winner
missed the cut
at both The
Open and the
3M Open,
making it three
in a row. He is
now out of the
world’s top 50
down in 78th.

Jack Senior
The Englishman
held the lead at
the Scottish
Open for a spell,
before finishing
tied for 10th.
That got him
into The Open
Championship,
where he made
the cut.

THE GAME
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P O I N T

Should more tournaments
be held on links courses?
When it comes to the sport’s
oldest championship, absence
certainly did make the heart
grow fonder, with fans really
savouring the vagaries of true
links golf once more as Collin
Morikawa triumphed at
Royal St George’s.
NO
That got us
10%
thinking: why aren’t
more events held
at venues like this?
It is the purest and
most brutally
unpredictable form of
the game and, from bad
bounces to wicked conditions,
links golf has no equal in terms
of its ability to entertain.
The 149th Open was a timely
reminder of this. If the previous
week’s Scottish Open had given
1 0

us a glimpse of the beautiful
links game, the year’s final
Major highlighted in detail
what’s missing from
professional golf.
While The Renaissance Club
in East Lothian probably
has the balance
YES
about right in terms
90%
of the challenge
posed the week
before a Major, one
could argue that a
trick is being missed
in July’s other events.
With the Irish Open
and Cazoo Open in Wales
either side, there’s scope for
four brilliant links events that
could showcase hidden gems
and bring untold enjoyment to
players and viewers alike.

Q U E S T I O N S

W I T H . . .

Andy Sullivan
Are you a links golf fan? A big
fan. I enjoy the creativity and
different shots you have to hit.
Putters – stick or change
after one bad round? I don’t
think the putter is to blame for
someone’s bad putting!
How important is social golf
when you’re home? It’s very
important to me, but my
fiancee probably hates it
because I’m never at home!
And how often do you play for
money? All the time. Fred, one
of my best friends who is also
a pro – I love taking his money!
20

Favourite local course? I love
Stratford-on-Avon, but a
favourite I haven’t played in
ages is Beau Desert.
Other sports you were good
at as a kid? I quite enjoyed
cricket – I played for the
county at junior level.
Lowest round away from the
tour? I’ve had a couple of 59s
at Rugby and Nuneaton.
How do you keep fit? I started
doing Courtney Black workouts
with my fiancee last year!
Do tour pros hit it too far? Can
you ever hit it too far? Maybe,
but there are other ways to
combat that.
Best thing about being a tour
pro? Living the life you’ve
always wanted to live.

SOUND BITES

SHORT GAME
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BRIEFS

US Major venue
damaged by vandals

“TO ME IT’S ALL PERSPECTIVE. I VIEW
MYSELF AS EXTREMELY LUCKY. I’M 34 AND
I’VE YET TO WORK A DAY IN MY LIFE”
New PGA Tour winner Seamus Power clearly
doesn’t class practising and playing golf as work

The Black course, host of three
Majors, escaped untouched when
vandals set an abandoned car
ablaze at Bethpage State Park.

Rhys Nevin wins Walton
Heath Trophy in recordbreaking fashion

“THE R&A AND THE USGA ARE MAKING
OUR RULES. WE TRY TO PLAY BY THEIR
RULES AND SO FAR THEY HAVEN’T DONE
ANYTHING OF ANY GREAT IMPACT TO
BRING THE BALL BACK”
Bernhard Langer thinks the governing bodies
have made little progress on reining in the ball

Rhys Nevin from Cheshire recorded four
rounds in the 60s to win the 2021 Walton
Heath Trophy by six shots, setting a new
tournament scoring record of 270 (18under-par).

Mini-tour pro shoots 57

“HE’S RIGHT ON THE CUSP OF THE
TEAM AND HE [HARRINGTON] IS LOOKING
FOR THE ROBERT MACINTYRES OF THIS
WORLD – THE TYPE OF GUY WHO’S NOT
GOING TO BACK AWAY FROM THE FIGHT”
Colin Montgomerie believes Scotland’s No.1 has
got what it takes to succeed at the Ryder Cup

“I MADE A BIG MISTAKE IN MY TIMING – WE
SHOULD HAVE FINISHED OUT THE WEEK. I
REGRET HOW THAT ALL WENT DOWN.
[BUT] BRYSON IS VERY DEMANDING”
Bryson DeChambeau’s ex-caddie Tim Tucker
wishes he had handled the split a little better

Former Korn Ferry Tour player
Jhared Hack fired a 15-under 57
during a skins game at Las Vegas
Golf Club. Hack’s extraordinary
round consisted of ten birdies,
three eagles and one bogey.

30

STATS

Seamus Power’s Barbasol win was
the 30th for Titleist ball players this
season on the PGA Tour, six times
more than its nearest competitor.

127

Jeongeun Lee6’s 36-hole total of 127
at the Evian Championship is the
lowest in women’s Major
Championship history by two shots.
21
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What is golf’s harsher
no free relief scenario – integral
road or flooded bunker?
Flooded bunker
SAYS FERGUS BISSET

Integral road

To start with, I should say I’m very much in favour
of bunkers being proper hazards. The flat,
perfectly manicured ‘traps’, like we often see on
the PGA Tour, are a haven for reasonable players
rather than a tricky challenge, as they should be.
Although bunkers should be penal, one
should have a chance to escape from them
without penalty. When a bunker is totally
The results
flooded, with no place whatsoever to take
relief within it, a penalty drop is the only
are in...
option. This is extremely harsh as far as I’m
concerned and particularly when the bunker
in question is greenside.
What is golf’s
Imagine the scenario; in challenging
harsher no free
relief scenario –
conditions (it likely will be for bunkers to be
integral road or
flooded), you play a reasonable shot into a
flooded bunker?
green. But it falls fractionally short and finds
sand. Not a disaster – up-and-down for a
gritty par. But you walk up to find your ball
stranded in a temporary swimming pool. Not
Road 12%
only are you forced to take a penalty drop,
Bunker 88%
but you’ll also still likely face a testing up-anddown to save bogey, possibly even having to
play back across the watery grave you’ve just
fished your ball from.
That seems way too harsh. Bunkers are not
Do you think the
penalty areas – they are supposed to provide
Rules of Golf are
a stiff golfing challenge, but, if they’re flooded,
fair overall?
my view is you should be entitled to free relief.
An integral road may put a scuff on your
7-iron, but a competent player can
purposefully catch the ball a little thin and
Yes 78%
limit the damage – at least they can make
No 22%
progress without penalty.
Find an integral road and you have a
chance to escape without hurting your score;
find a totally flooded bunker and you don’t.
What’s your view?
The latter must be the harsher of these two
Email
‘no free relief’ scenarios.
golfmonthly@
futurenet.com
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SAYS JEREMY ELLWOOD

One or two Rules of Golf seem to give us a bit of
a hard time – quite literally in the case of the
roads or pathways that a tiny minority of
committees choose to class as ‘integral objects’
for some unfathomable reason. If you’re on it,
you either play it or take a penalty.
This seems both unfair and a tad
irresponsible in an era when few would opt to
inflict serious damage on their expensive
clubs with a full swing off a rock-hard
surface. We are forced to choose between
risking harm to either ourselves or our clubs,
or taking a penalty drop and handing our
opponent the advantage when 95+ per cent
of courses would deem such surfaces
immovable obstructions, allowing free relief.
Nowhere brings this into focus more than
the 18th on the Old Course at St Andrews,
where the sparks sometimes fly as players
attempt to pick a short- or mid-iron off
Grannie Clark’s Wynd, which crosses the
fairway at about 240 yards. Even if you have
the pleasure of knocking it on, you’ll be
heading straight back to your club pro to get
the loft and lie checked, and those irritating
scratches filed down.
The penalty drop from a waterlogged
bunker does at least have an element of
fairness about it. Yes, it’s annoying when your
ball plops into a flooded trap, but to escape
scot-free would be to grant you a full pardon
your errant shot simply doesn’t deserve.
Maybe in golf’s earlier days people weren’t
overly bothered about the appearance of
their gear. But in today’s world of high-tech,
expensive equipment, the majority of golfers
most definitely are. So, perhaps those earlier
days are where golf’s integral road rule now
really belongs?

THE GAME
QUICK TIP
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By Clive Tucker

Plugged near the face
Top 25 Coach Clive Tucker explains how to overcome the
challenge of this most testing bunker scenario

Set-up change
We need to do something
different, but what? The
first thing is not to close
the clubface as that
delofts the club. Set-up is
then similar to a standard
bunker shot, but with two
key changes. Set your
hands a bit lower and feel
as though you’re sitting
down a little. This helps to
promote a faster wristcock to get you taking the
club up almost vertically.

Different approach
The plugged or semiplugged lie near a steep
face presents a real
challenge. Normally, on
longer plugged bunker
shots, I would recommend
closing the face and
hitting it very hard with a
full finish to chase the ball
off and away. That won’t
work here as you won’t
generate the loft needed
to get the ball out over the
bunker face.

No follow-through
You still have to drive the
clubhead down hard on to
the ball to generate speed,
but you pretty much want
to stop at impact with
virtually no follow-through.
This should allow you to
pop the ball up and out
with enough height to
clear the face. It won’t spin
or check but won’t release
too far either. Your main
goal here is to get it out!

24
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WHAT’S IN THE
BAG?

SP TTED
ON TOUR

Garrick Higgo
The South African lefty is a winner
on both tours this season

Retro design
Justin Rose put a set of
Mizuno’s new Pro 221
blades from 4- to 9-iron
in play at The Open
Championship.
Fairway wood
Titleist TSi2,
15˚, Fujikura
Ventus Blue 7
X shaft.

Driver
Titleist TSi3, 9˚,
Fujikura
Ventus Blue 6
X shaft.

Hybrid
Titleist TSi3,
18˚, Fujikura
Atmos HB Tour
Spec Blue 8 X
shaft.

Horschel the
Hammer
Billy Horschel sported
this West Ham-themed
tour bag at The Open.
The American became a
fan after watching the
film Green Street.

Irons
Titleist 2019
T100, 4-PW,
Project X 6.5
shafts.

GEAR NEWS
ROUND-UP

Ball

Putter

Wedges

Titleist 2021
Pro V1x.

Scotty
Cameron
Phantom X
T-5.5.

Titleist Vokey
SM8, 50˚, 56˚
and 60˚,
Dynamic Gold
Tour Issue
S400 shafts.

Min
Woo Lee
won the
Scottish Open with
a Callaway Epic Speed
driver and an
Odyssey White
Hot OG #1
Seamus
putter
Rory
Power
McIlroy
claimed his
switched into an old
maiden PGA Tour title
Scotty Cameron 009M
with a Ping G410 driver,
putter
with a bronze
Blueprint irons and
finish at the
Glide 3
Olympics.
wedges.

Collin
Morikawa
added heavier
putter weights and
TaylorMade P7MC
short-irons to win
The Open.

Jordan
Spieth
switched into the
new Titleist T100
irons at The Open
Championship
and finished
2nd.

Ports aplenty
A new Mizuno ST-G 220
driver with three weight
ports seen at The Open
is reportedly coming to
retail in October.
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THE GAME
NEW GEAR
By Joel Tadman

TaylorMade
P790 Iron
£1,149

The SpeedFoam
Air is 69 per cent
lighter than in its
predecessor

TaylorMade has unveiled the third generation of
its popular P790 iron, a model that redefined the
players’ distance iron category when it
originally launched four years ago.
A big design change is the introduction of an
updated SpeedFoam Air material inside the
forged hollow body, a urethane foam that’s 69
per cent less dense than the previousgeneration SpeedFoam. This saves 3.5g of
weight on average per iron, allowing a
substantial redistribution of mass that lowers
CG placement and improves launch properties.
It has also unlocked access to a 1.5mm forged
4140 steel L-Face – the thinnest in P790 history
– that promotes added flexibility, faster ball
speeds and more distance, while retaining a
premium forged-like feel.
Based on charted data from thousands of
shots, the sweetspot has been strategically
shaped and centrally positioned to ‘capture’
more shots – TaylorMade says the high-COR
area has been expanded by 30 per cent.
Heavier tungsten weighting (up to 31g in each
individual iron head) is positioned low to deliver
forgiveness, assisted by the Thru-Slot Speed
Pocket. This provides increased face flexibility
while preserving ball speed and distance on
strikes from low in the face.
The P790 goes on sale on September 3, with an
RRP of £1,149 for a seven-piece set with stock True
Temper Dynamic Gold 105 steel shafts (95 in
regular), or £1,349 with stock Mitsubishi Chemical
MMT graphite shafts. Other shafts are available.
P790 continues to
deliver distance in a
players’ iron package

GM
says
The sweetspot
has been
repositioned to
‘capture’ more
shots
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The looks of the P790 have
improved massively. It’s cleaner,
more classic and almost blade-like,
blending in nicely with the rest
of the P-Series irons. Read
our full review on
page 92.

TaylorMade 300 Mini driver
£369
The 307cc head delivers a
blend of distance, forgiveness
and control for power and
playability off the deck.

TaylorMade P790 UDI
utility iron £229
A tour-inspired shape with the
same thin-walled design and
SpeedFoam Air as the P790
iron (17˚ 2-iron only).

TaylorMade Milled Grind 3
wedge £149
A progressive thick-thin
design increases spin and feel.
Micro ribs between the
grooves add even more spin.

PowaKaddy Cube push
trolley £189.99
A compact design with a wide
wheelbase for stability. Boasts
a mobile phone storage area
and a soft-touch handle.

PowaKaddy DLX-Lite FF push
trolley £209.99
Weighs just 5.8kg and has been
engineered to optimise storage
space via a flat-fold design that
measures just 20cm in depth.

PowaKaddy Twinline 5 push
trolley £159.99
This lightweight trolley is easy
to set up and folds down
quickly to a compact size.
Boasts a handy drinks holder.

FootJoy Premiere Series Black
Watch Packard shoe £199.99
This limited-edition shoe
features the Black Watch cloth
from the Harris Tweed
Hebrides Heritage collection.

Scotty Cameron Champions
Choice putters £599
Three tour-inspired models
feature a Teryllium insert,
button-head machine screws
and vibration dampening.

Kaddey Switch Push Pull
trolley £272
Players can switch between
pushing the trolley downhill or
on easy-walking fairways or
pulling it uphill or in the rough.

BEST 2021 PUTTER GRIPS

Golf Pride Pro Only
Three different shapes and
sizes to accommodate all
preferences in feel and
hand size.

SuperStroke Traxion Tour
‘X-shaped’ treads in the
high-sensory areas on the
bottom and sides of the grip
enhance feel and comfort.

Lamkin Sinkfit Squaretop
Polyurethane
Helps keep the face square
at impact and the hands in
a comfortable position.

TwoThumb Classic Original
Enables you to place the
thumbs side by side to align
the shoulders and reduce
grip tension and wrist break.
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THE GAME
LAUNCH OF THE MONTH
By Joel Tadman

The T200 has a
shorter blade
length and less
offset than the
previous model

A Cantilever Core
Support Structure
on the T300 iron
delivers maximum
speed and distance

The new T100
irons are already
in the bags of
Jordan Spieth
and Will Zalatoris

Titleist T-Series Irons
from £129 per club

Titleist has updated four models within its
impressive T-Series of irons - T100, T100s, T200
and T300 - with new features that will enhance
their appeal to golfers of varying abilities.
The new T100 continues as the brand’s
modern tour iron, targeting better players
seeking feel, precision and workability. A key
design change comes via the use of denser
tungsten weights in the heel and toe of the 3- to
7-irons (80g on average per club), aided by a
new brazing process that eliminates weld points
for even more precise CG placement. This
optimises launch and increases forgiveness.
Titleist has also worked with the Vokey wedge
team to refine the sole shape, developing a
variable-bounce design that features less
bounce in the heel and more in the toe. This
gets the club exiting the ground quicker for a
better ball-striking experience.
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The compact look

Like the previous model, the T100s continues
of the T200 utility
to provide feel and precision but with extra
iron (RRP £239)
distance, thanks to lofts that are 2˚ stronger,
at address
heavier tungsten weights and a Muscle
Channel in the longer irons that increases ball
speed and launch while preserving control.
The T200 represents the biggest shift within
the T-Series family, with ten different patents
utilised – testament to the technology that lies
within. The next-generation Max Impact 2.0
technology now includes a core-support design
and an enhanced high-resilience polymer core,
which improves both off-centre speed and
mass efficiency at impact across a forged,
high-COR SUP-10 L-Face insert.
The cavity of the iron is now enclosed within a
muscle plate that’s said to contribute to tuning
the sound and feel of the club, while also saving
weight in its new streamlined chassis.

1.

Q&A
MARNI
INES
Director, Titleist irons
development, golf
club R&D

Which model are you most
excited about and why?
I’m personally excited to see
the response to the new T200.
Players can expect to see higher
launch, with steeper landing
angles providing greater
accuracy. We’ve packed all the
performance and tech we could
into a more sleek, compact profile
with tour-validated feel. And
because of this, we expect to see
quite a few of these long-irons on
tour – it already has a tour win.

2.

How does the continuous
face construction on T100
improve turf interaction?
This makes for a more consistent
sole from head to head by
eliminating welds along the
leading edge, which would have
to be polished to shape. The new
sole design is the key to better turf
interaction, and if you have
access to PGA Tour players to tell
you if something works, when it
does, you’re done!

3.
Premium Graphite Design
shafts are available on the
U505 for a £100 upcharge

The T200 also comes in lower lofts (17˚, 20˚ and
22˚) with the same technology to double as a
compact utility iron for the better player.
Finally, the new T300 boasts a variable face
thickness that is thinner in the heel to maximise
speed. Use of 40 per cent more tungsten
optimises launch, spin and high MOI. There’s
also a new chrome-plated finish for a more
premium look.
Titleist is also launching a
new U505 utility iron, its fastest
to date, with a shorter blade
length than the U510 for more
of an iron-like look. It comes in
four lofts: 16˚, 18˚, 20˚ and 22˚.
The Titleist T-Series irons go
on sale on August 26. RRPs:
T100, T100s and T200 – £164 per
club; T300 – £129; U505 – £239.

Do you expect to see a lot
more blended sets?
I do. I expect to see more
T200s in bags where we saw
U500s, and with the simultaneous
launch, we are already seeing
more consideration of T100s
long-irons with the T100 than
before. Every iron is individually
engineered to help the golfer
deliver a strike where they can
see and feel pure performance.
Even though a player may play
T100s in their regular set, they
want the confidence and
forgiveness the T200s provide
when they set them down.

“IT SEEMS TITLEIST HAS
MADE IMPROVEMENTS ACROSS
THE BOARD. THE T100 LOOKS
INCREDIBLE – IT’S NO SURPRISE
TO SEE IT GOING STRAIGHT INTO
TOUR PLAYERS’ BAGS”
Joel Tadman, GM technical editor
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THE GAME
LOVE TO PLAY
By Jeremy Ellwood

Lubker
Denmark, the small country that links the rest of
Scandinavia to continental Europe via the odd
bridge or two, probably punches above its weight
when it comes to golf. The success of Thomas
Bjorn and others has triggered significant growth
in golf’s popularity over the past 25 years such
that there are now nearly 200 courses.
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Denmark
GF approx.
£47-£75
Stats Sand/
Sky: par 72,
6,352 yards

Lubker, near Nimtofte in the east, is a splendid
21st-century addition – a glorious 36-hole facility
that plays over three main Robert Trent Jones Jnrdesigned loops: Sand, Sky and Forest (there’s an
additional Academy course, too). Since opening
in 2008, the Sand/Sky combination has risen to
the upper echelons of the Danish rankings.

Photography: Kevin Murray, Rob Smith

In central Denmark?
Why not play…
This is golf on a grand scale, with the three
nines playing over rolling natural terrain between
lakes, woodland and hills, with the sometimes
vast bunkers and undulating greens adding to
the challenge. Denmark remains largely
unheralded as a golfing destination, but maybe it
won’t for much longer.

Skanderborg
GF: approx.
£41-£47
Silkeborg
GF: approx.
£39-£79
Tange Lake
GF: approx.
£41-£47
Himmelbjerg
GF: approx.
£19-£44
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Wayne Riley
A lot has happened in the
world of professional golf
since my last column, but I
wanted to discuss the Olympic
men’s golf because I found it
so captivating (the women’s
event took place after this
went to press).
I know there were negative
headlines in the lead-up once
again as some of the world’s
best players declined to
participate, but that simply
didn’t matter. The event was
engrossing from start to finish
and it was refreshing to see

the world rankings by players of a similar standard and age who
have managed to get over the line. This win will give him huge
belief that he can land one of the big four in 2022. I regard
Schauffele as someone with a very similar game to Collin
Morikawa and on his day he’s as good as any of them.
Behind him, it was great to see Rory Sabbatini claim silver and
CT Pan bronze, the latter in a seven-man play-off that included
Paul Casey, Rory McIlroy and Morikawa. The two of them ensured
a good geographical spread of medals and brought publicity to
the sport in all corners of the world. That is what the Olympics is
all about. What other golf tournament would see viewers from
the USA. Slovakia and Chinese Taipei celebrating in unison?
I think the Olympic experience has changed certain players’
minds, too, namely Rory McIlroy. “I never tried so hard in my life to
finish third,” he said after narrowly missing out on bronze. “I made
some comments before that were probably uneducated and
impulsive. But coming here
and experiencing it, seeing
and feeling everything that
goes on, not just Olympic golf
but just the Olympics in
general, that sort of Olympic
spirit’s definitely bitten me. It’s
not just another golf
tournament. It’s something
much bigger than that.”
I feel the Olympic golf
tournament at Paris 2024
could be massive. When Rory
speaks, the golfing world listens and I think some of the players
who missed out this time might reconsider going forward.
In three years’ time there should be no excuses. Paris is a highly
desirable city for an Olympics and I’m fully expecting a very
strong field. Hopefully, the world’s best will come over for The
Open and stay in Europe until after the Olympics. Le Golf National
is one of Europe’s best golf courses, so that should be another
selling point. The whole thing just works. It’ll also be interesting to
monitor the TV rights situation. The BBC has so many events to
focus on and can therefore understandably only show limited
golf, but will that be the case in three years? We shall see.
One of the players who will surely be in the field again is
Morikawa, who has been truly remarkable since turning pro. He’s
a golfing machine – he hits the ball so well and has a brilliant
golfing mind. He was unbelievable in winning The Open. In the
last few years, we’ve had Rory get to four Majors, Spieth three and
Koepka four, but they’ve all stalled. Is Morikawa now the player
most likely to break through Nick Faldo’s mark of six and head
towards Tom Watson at eight? I think so.

“This will give Schauffele
huge belief he can land one
of golf ’s big four in 2022”

A former
member of the
European Tour
and two-time
winner, Wayne
is part of the
Sky Sports golf
team. He writes
exclusively for
Golf Monthly
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golfers giving their all in an
event that carried no prize
fund. Everyone truly embraced
the Olympic spirit.
Xander Schauffele held off a
stellar chasing pack in the end
to win a Gold Medal for Team
USA. I’m happy for him as he
seems to always be there or
thereabouts in the biggest
tournaments, only to fall away
or come up just short.
He’s an unbelievable player,
but he seems to have become
golf’s nearly man over the last
couple of years. You’d have to
say he’s currently the best
player in the world without a
Major and he’s surrounded in
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Eddie Pepperell
Collin Morikawa’s victory on
debut in The Open was quite a
performance and a fine way to
round out this year’s Majors,
which have all been
compelling. I watched Collin in
the final round of the Scottish
Open the week before and he
was five-over after seven holes
and having a nightmare on the
greens, so to turn it around the
next week is testament to his
ability and mental strength. He
led the putting stats at Royal St
George’s, which was a
remarkable achievement.

You’d expect Morikawa to be one of the key performers at the
Ryder Cup, which is shaping up to be an absolute belter. It does
seem like the stars are aligning in the USA’s favour. Obviously you
never know with match play, and momentum always plays a part,
but the American side looks so strong on paper. I know the teams
haven’t been finalised yet, but as I write this, there are eight
Americans in the world’s top ten. Europe only has one.
I think the first day is going to be absolutely crucial. I wouldn’t
want to be a European player or Padraig Harrington if the US win
3-1 in the Friday morning fourballs. If that happens, I think it’s going
to be very, very challenging for Europe to find a way back. You
never know with the Ryder Cup, but at the moment, things look
quite rosy for the US. What’s more, some of our traditional
stalwarts haven’t been performing as well as they’d like of late –
Fleetwood, Molinari, McIlroy, Rose, Stenson and so on.
Of course, we still have a lot of talent – Jon Rahm and Viktor
Hovland look to be the players who will
lead the charge – and it’ll be
interesting to see if Harrington goes
with experience in the form of your
Poulters, Garcias and so on, or whether
he turns to newcomers like Bob
MacIntyre. Either way, winning looks a
tough ask. At the moment, it seems as
if our best chance is Bryson and Brooks
being in the same room and disrupting
the American team dynamic!
In terms of the course, I don’t think it
will necessarily suit one team more
than the other. Even if Steve Stricker opts to cut the rough down –
the American approach in 2016 at Hazeltine – it isn’t going to make
a huge amount of difference because of the topography of
Whistling Straits. Wild shots will be punished. It’s a pretty big course,
which favours the longer hitters, but I played the USPGA there in
2015 and I also remember it requiring a lot of skill. It’s a great
course for a Ryder Cup.
It’s not as if Europe will have a weak team, either. Yes, the
American side may look daunting, but we’ll turn up with 12 brilliant
players who are more than capable of inflicting defeat on their
opponents. I’m sure Padraig will instil an excellent team spirit and
you wouldn’t be surprised to see Europe come flying out of the
blocks during the first session. Similarly, Stricker will put forward the
point that his guys could crush Europe if they get on top early. It’s
going to be a fascinating contest.
In terms of predictions, I think Rahm will be the star for Europe –
he’ll hopefully have more points than positive coronavirus tests
– and Jordan Spieth will be the man for Team USA. I do think
America will come out on top, but I hope to be proved wrong.

“ I t d o e s s e e m l i ke t h e
stars are aligning in
t h e U S A’s favo u r ”

Our playing
editor has
recorded two
victories on
the European
Tour, including
the 2018 British
Masters, and
has 24 top-tens
on the circuit
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He’s taken to professional
golf like a duck to water and
when you’re such a worldclass iron player, you’re going
to give yourself so many
chances to win tournaments,
even if you’re not considered
one of the best putters on tour.
In many ways, he’s looking a bit
like Tiger Woods 2.0, even
though there are clearly
differences and it’s far too
early to be making those
comparisons. But his iron play
looks to be as good as Tiger’s
was and he’s developed a
knack of winning the biggest
events at a young age. He
really is very impressive.
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Sarah Stirk
One of the first big events I
covered at Sky Sports was the
2013 Solheim Cup in Colorado,
where the US team were heavy
favourites but Europe stormed
to an 18-10 victory. The crowds
were big rather than huge, but I
remember thinking how much
of a massive deal it was for
women’s golf and how much
coverage it was given
compared with a run-of-themill tour event.
Since then, it seems to have
got bigger and bigger with
each hosting, culminating in

the scheduling. It is sandwiched in between the Olympic Games
and the Ryder Cup, two events which put golf firmly on the
sporting map. There has been much debate about whether golf
should be included at the Games, but, for women’s golf especially,
the extra exposure can only be a good thing. The key now is to
carry that momentum through to Inverness Club and showcase
how exhilarating the match play format can be.
The postponement of the Ryder Cup last year due to Covid has
now meant the events are less than three weeks apart, which gives
those running the Solheim Cup a great opportunity. There has
already been media coverage linking the two and this can only
add to the Solheim Cup’s profile. The Ryder Cup transcends golf,
and anything that can be done to tap into this for the women’s
game can have a powerful impact on the sport as a whole.
In terms of the actual golf, Europe will certainly be up against it
as the away team, but I think it may prove to be a closer contest
than many have predicted.
Yes, home advantage will be a
factor and help an immensely
strong US team, but many of
the Europeans play a lot of
golf out in the States and won’t
be fazed by the course set-up
or the crowds.
One of Europe’s biggest
strengths has to be the
captain, Catriona Matthew. I’ve
got to know her a little bit and
she can come across as a
quiet, unassuming character, but underneath that is a steely,
tough competitor who absolutely thrives on match play. The team
clearly want to play for her and that’s half the battle when it comes
to a contest like this. Pat Hurst for the Americans is a similarly
popular figure and so I think it will be played in a great spirit.
One thing to note is the number of captain’s picks available to
each team. Covid has meant a limited schedule on the LET so
Europe will have the benefit of six picks, as opposed to three for
the US. Rookies are becoming less of an issue in the Ryder Cup
these days – you can’t imagine two-time Major Champion Collin
Morikawa being too overawed by the occasion this year – but it is
definitely more of a factor for the women who don’t play in as
many big events. Sophia Popov may be the exception here as she
comes in as a Major Champion herself, but the extra picks will
allow Catriona to find that crucial blend of experience and form.
As for predictions, I’d have to go with the US to just edge it. The
Korda sisters will be a huge factor, as will Danielle Kang and Lexi
Thompson. But, as we’ve seen so many times in the past, anything
can happen once they get to that 1st tee. Fingers crossed I’m wrong!

“ T h e S o l h e i m Cu p s e e m s
t o ge t b i g e r a n d b i g e r
with each hosting”

Sarah Stirk is
a Sky Sports
presenter and
co-host of the
Stirkers and
Radar podcast:
Instagram @
stirkersand
radarpod
or Twitter @
stirkersradar
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2019 and the events at
Gleneagles. I’ve seen some
amazing tournaments over
the years, be it Opens or
Masters or Ryder Cups, but I
count that Solheim Cup as
one of my favourite weeks and
one of the best in terms of
drama. It epitomised just how
exciting match play golf can
be and it played out on a
global stage. Since then,
women’s golf has gone from
strength to strength and those
three days in Scotland played
a massive role in that.
I think this year’s contest has
the potential to be even bigger,
helped by a quirk of fate with

GM ASKS

What is iGolf and is it
good for the game?
England Golf’s new non-member handicap scheme is
something of a game-changer. We consider whether or

W

not its effect is likely to be a positive one
Words FERGUS BISSET

hat is iGolf?
Launched in July, iGolf is
England Golf’s scheme to
allow non-golf club
members to obtain and
manage an official World
Handicap System (WHS)
handicap index. It follows the
launch of a similar scheme,
Open Play, in Scotland in June.
The iGolf initiative will give
the estimated 2.3 million
independent golfers across
England the chance to obtain
an official handicap.
It has been designed to help
non-members play more golf,
track their performance, input
scores, calculate course
handicaps and compete with
friends, in the same way club
members do under the WHS.
Golfers can subscribe on the
England Golf website and,
after downloading the My EG
app, start entering scores in
order to obtain a WHS index.

iGolf’s main goal is to
increase participation

38

~

Photography GETTY IMAGES, TOM MILES

The scheme’s annual
subscription fee of £40 also
includes personal liability
insurance, plus information on
the latest offers and news
from golf clubs and partners
of England Golf.
The programme includes
education on the Rules and
etiquette of golf, while a
system of checks and
balances is included to ensure
the integrity of handicaps.
What is the objective?
The overriding aim of England
Golf’s iGolf scheme is to grow
the game and to increase
participation in the game
across the country.
By providing an opportunity
for non-members to obtain an
official handicap, the hope is
that there will be more play
generally, more interaction
between golfers and local
clubs and facilities, and
increased green fee income
for clubs plus greater spend in
pro shops and clubhouses.
By giving players a chance
to measure their progress and
to compete against their

golfing peers, the
thinking is that more
players will get more
from golf and play
more as a result.
Rather than seeking to
replace club membership,
England Golf believes iGolf
could actually be an
important route to
membership, with non-club
members getting to
experience more courses and
seeing the benefits of regular
play and golf club life.
The iGolf platform will also
help England Golf to connect
with a significant proportion of
the golfing public that it wasn’t
reaching before. That way,
initiatives such as the
“Membership: give it a shot”
campaign, which launched
last year, will get to enjoy a
wider reach.
Revenue generated from
the £40 subscription will also
be reinvested into the game
by England Golf to support
clubs and facilities across the
country, helping to grow the
game at all levels.
With an estimated potential
125,000 subscribers after five

years, there would be an
annual income of £5 million to
England Golf.
What are the concerns?
The most obvious concern is
that club members will
abandon their significantly
higher annual golf club
subscription in favour of a £40
iGolf subscription.
The worry is that there is a
proportion of club members
across the country whose
principal reason for paying
annual subs to a club is to
gain and maintain a
handicap. Golf clubs will lose
out financially and that won’t
be fully countered by
increased green fee income
from iGolf subscribers.
Another concern is that club
open competitions will be
swamped by iGolf players
taking advantage of the lower
than normal fees.
And how will members react
when their open is won by an
iGolf subscriber? Although
there are those checks and
balances on handicap in
place, as mentioned earlier,

there will still be those who
have their doubts.
The Golf Monthly view
Despite these concerns, iGolf
is a great initiative for growing
the game of golf.
The 2.3 million independent
golfers in the country
represent a huge opportunity
for growth. Many within that

boosting club membership
numbers and encouraging
more to take up the game.
Initially, there will
undoubtedly be a few players
who eschew club membership
in favour of iGolf subscription.
But, over time, that cost to the
clubs will be significantly
outweighed by, not only the
increased income from iGolf
visitors, but also from iGolf
subscribers who
have fallen in
love with the
game and have
chosen to take
the next step
and become
club members.
Since a similar
scheme was launched in New
Zealand in 2018, a fifth of those
who signed up have gone on
to become members of a club.
The iGolf scheme will allow
for interaction between more
players, clubs and the
governing body. If clubs
deliver a strong product with
support from England Golf,
they can appeal to iGolf
subscribers and gain revenue
and new members.

“iGolf will allow interaction
between more players, clubs
and the governing body”
number are irregular players,
not particularly committed to
the sport at this point. The iGolf
scheme will help encourage
thousands to play more
regularly and invest more in
the game. By doing this, golf
clubs and facilities will then
see the benefits.
Additionally, the extra
income for England Golf will
allow the body to invest more
into other initiatives for
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2021
RYDER CUP

Our 30-page preview of golf’s biggest
event will whet your appetite for the highly
anticipated contest at Whistling Straits
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Bill Elliott runs the rule over the course, the captains
and the potential teams as Europe prepare to head
across the pond to defend the Ryder Cup
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LET BATTLE
C MENCE
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nward, onward we go
chums. After a unique
sprint of Majors since The
Masters last November,
we now hurtle towards
the biggest fun week of all,
the Ryder Cup. A year late
– and all the more
welcome for that painful
delay – the 43rd matches
betwixt the USA and
Europe will certainly offer
a vivid contrast to the
hurly-burliness of the 2018
rumble at Le Golf National,
the Eiffel Tower a
backdrop, cosmopolitan
Paris a hectic staging post
for everyone concerned.
It’s not that the
imaginative jousting field that is Whistling
Straits is inferior; it is not. It is, however,
somewhat quieter. Perched on the shoreline
of Lake Michigan, this Wisconsin course is
also near, well, not a lot. Wisconsin,
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after all, is known as
America’s dairyland, with
cows and sheep aplenty. It
comes with a huge
reputation for producing
great cheese, although
those of us who have
actually tasted American
cheese may narrow our
eyes a little at this
particular accolade.
Whatever your own
cheesy thoughts on this, it is
beyond doubt that Whistling
Straits is one of the very best
courses created
anywhere in the second
half of the 20th century,
designed and built by,
for me and many
others, the greatest
designer of this period. Pete
Dye died last year aged 94,
but what a legacy he left
behind – courses like TPC
Sawgrass and the Ocean
course at Kiawah Island.
Shortly before Kiawah was
completed I spent a couple
of hours with him, walking
the course and playing
some holes. He was both
eccentric and fascinating;
The victorious
2019 US Presidents
Cup team
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his mission statement was to build courses that
were different, visually brilliant and deceptive.
He also liked them to be the brutal side of
challenging if you failed to recognise the
subtlety. No wonder he was hailed as the
Picasso of golf design.
Whistling Straits is perhaps his greatest gift
(here I should add that his brilliant wife Alice
helped with many of his designs, theirs was a
great partnership) with its sweeping, rolling
fairways, its grasses, its deliberate British and
Irish links-like feel. Ever since it opened in 1998 the
course has figured in America’s top ten, an
astonishing plaudit given the breadth of
opposition. One respected reviewer wrote that
this mundane two-mile stretch of lakeside land
had been turned into a passable imitation of
much that Ireland’s revered Ballybunion links
offered visitors.
Even more astonishing is the fact that until Mr
& Mrs Dye got their hands on it, there was no
rolling or sweeping stuff going on. The Straits is
built on what was a former army airbase and
thus a piece of dull and necessarily flat land. Not
now. With money no object, Dye was able to play
God and build his own tilting, swaying landscape.

A fitting venue
Having hosted two US
Women’s Opens, a US Senior
Open and three USPGA
Championships,

World No.1 Jon Rahm
is Europe’s current
stand-out star

Whistling Straits is more than
ready to test the technique,
the nerve and, above all, the
intelligence of the US and
European teams. Taking place
in late September, the
temperature could drop
towards ten
degrees
Celsius if
the
wrong
wind whips
in off a lake
that thinks it’s a
sea. However cool
it may turn out, the golf, as
ever, is guaranteed to be hot,
the competition intense, the
individual focus remarkable.
For some, this will raise their
games to another level; for
others, it will begin to shred
what remains of the nerves.
It’s why we love the Ryder
Cup. Strategy is vital in elitelevel golf, but passion is even
more important when it comes
to the intensity of this
historically gilded piece of
international match play. What
is also obvious is that the two
captains, though
contrasting in personality,
are prime examples of
golfers who have always
effortlessly brought
these qualities to the

party. Any party, but especially
the Ryder Cup.
America’s Steve Stricker
and Europe’s Padraig
Harrington offer
wildly contrasting
figures. Ask Stricker
a question and the
reply is likely to be
polite but brief to the
point of
inconsequential.
Cough and you’ll
miss it. However, ask
Harrington
something and you
usually have to set
aside the next 20
minutes to hear
the answer. Ask a
follow-up query
and supper may
have to be left in the
oven. Where Stricker’s
natural pose is cool and
laconic, Harrington is
usually totally engaged, his
fertile intelligence swiftly
considering a much broader
picture than most journalists
have imagined existed.
Both men are universally
regarded by other golfers as
“really good guys”. Each also
still plays well enough to be
considered seriously as
performers for their respective
teams, instead of leading
them and fretting over
pairings and the quality of
room service for their posses
of pampered players.
Despite home advantage,
Stricker has the more difficult
role as skipper of a side
desperate to emphasise their
often irritatingly instinctive
sense of superiority in front of a
partisan crowd. The high
degree of difficulty surrounding
this challenge is not, however,
because of this abiding fact,
but because he has elected
to have the power to select
half the US team. This is
unprecedented and
surely will cause him
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more problems than it may
solve. If the US side fails to win
then Stricker will face more
opprobrium than any previous
American captain. Harrington,
wisely, has kept his selections
to three, half the dilemma his
rival now faces.
What Stricker has going for
him is the potentially
overwhelming home support
with quite probably an
unfettered full house of fans
allowed to crowd the fairways.
How many European
supporters will be there is
unknown and dependant on
what’s happening with Covid.
Whatever occurs with the
virus, the fact Wisconsin is
Stricker’s home state only
adds to the thought that he
will go into the fray as the Big
Cheese. How he ends it is
another question, of course.

American strength
As I write, the teams have yet
to be finalised, but there is no
doubting the fact that, on
paper and as judged by world
ranking positions, the
Americans have everything
going for them. Only Europe’s
Jon Rahm can boast a seat in
the world’s top ten, and as he
is presently No.1 this is a
significant boast indeed. After
the Spaniard, it becomes
rather problematic for Europe
in general and Harrington in
particular – no one can gloss
over the hard reality that the
American players currently
occupying those top six
automatic places are also in
the world’s top ten.
Even more disconcerting is
that the next six highest-ranked
Americans – should Stricker
choose to peel them off as his
captain’s picks – are all
comfortably in the world’s top
20. Indeed, when I add up the
world ranking positions for both
possible teams, the USA comes
in at a total of 109 against
Europe’s 194. If I were Stricker, I’d
have these numbers writ large
on the US locker-room wall and
possibly scrawled somewhere
on Europe’s as well.
Consider again those top six
Americans: Collin Morikawa,
Dustin Johnson, Bryson
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Tommy Fleetwood celebrates Europe’s 2018 triumph at Le Golf National

DeChambeau, Brooks Koepka,
Justin Thomas and Xander
Schauffele. Now consider the
– current – top six Europeans
in the world: Rahm, Viktor
Hovland, Rory McIlroy, Tyrrell
Hatton, Matt Fitzpatrick and
Paul Casey. All excellent
golfers, but some a bit more
consistently excellent than
others. Actually, a hell of a lot
more consistent.
There is, of course, no need
for despair here. World ranking
points don’t help a man if his
legs are shaking and his nerve
is being hung out to dry when
he stands on the first tee of a
Ryder Cup. Harrington will be
sure to remind everyone that
The par-3 17th is
the perfect setting
for drama

there have been 12 Ryder Cups in the last 26
years and that the Europeans have won nine of
them. This is an astonishing record and one that
pays tribute to a succession of gifted captains. It
also highlights the European side’s apparently
eternal ability to shuffle into an integrated
fighting unit and up their collective game while
their American opponents too often tend to just
shuffle. We’ll see.
What is also indisputable is that it is hugely
more difficult to win away from home. Of those
nine European wins, just three have been in the
States, the two most recent of these victories at
Oakland Hills, Michigan in 2004 and then
magical Medinah in Illinois eight years later.
Wisconsin is bordered by both Michigan and
Illinois, so if there is a bit of the USA that tends to
favour Europe then it appears to be this bit. I
may be clutching at geographic straws here
but it’s better than grabbing at nothing.

“World ranking points don’t help a
man if his legs are shaking and his
nerve is being hung out to dry”
In the end, however, I suspect
that Europe’s ace card may
well be their most visible one..
Harrington himself. He was
asked recently if he planned to
bring in a motivational speaker
to fire up his side. He hedged his
reply a bit but suggested it was
wildly unlikely, pointing out that
Ryder Cup week was “not a
training week”. He added that
while he may well offer a slice
of motivational schtick himself,
he wanted the European
players to “be themselves, to
just go and play and not try to
be someone or something else”.
Look, Padraig has had three
years to think about these
matches and who to pick and
what to wear and who to pair
with whom. This is a lot of
thinking time for a man who
admits he can often overthink
things. His instincts, however,
remain sound. He knows he is a
perfectionist, but he knows also
that perfect is outside his
reach and that, anyway, the
hapless pursuit of it often has
one side benefit: the consoling
achievement of excellence.

I have no doubt that, whatever the outcome,
Harrington will play a clever hand, that the
players will respond to him as a leader and that
his pairings will be both imaginative and astute.
Anyway, how can one not love someone who
has the wit, as Harrington did at a lunch a couple
of years ago, to answer a punter’s question so
brilliantly. He was asked how not to be nervous
over a 4ft putt to win something really big. “Ah
now,” he said. “The only way I’d say you could not
be nervous in that situation would be to never
allow yourself to be in it in the first place.” While I
have no doubt that he will out-talk Stricker, I
suspect he will also out-think the American. It will
be fun to see how it
shakes out.

Hard but fair

of course, is based on Jack
Nicklaus’ concession of Tony
Jacklin’s shortish putt during
the 1969 matches that
meant the Ryder Cup was
halved for the first time.
Fact is at least half the
American team were very
irritated by Nicklaus’
concession, pointing out that
while he would play in many
Ryder Cups, this may have been
their only chance to win one. I
understand their chagrin from
all those years ago and suspect
they will be miffed again when
they learn of this latest wheeze.
Personally, I prefer the
give-the-buggers-nothing
philosophy before, win, lose or
draw, sharing a drink or three
together afterwards.

Whistling Straits lies in wait for the 43rd Ryder Cup

Meanwhile, there is a
new trophy up for grabs
during this Ryder Cup.
This is the NicklausJacklin award and a
somewhat tinpot idea
for a panel to honour
one player from each
team who best
embraces the “proper
spirit of the week with an
emphasis on goodwill
and camaraderie”. This,

The 9th green
with the 18th and
clubhouse behind

Camaraderie is for the bar
while relentless, hard but fair
competition is for the course.
You may disagree. I doubt any
of the players would, especially
Koepka and DeChambeau,
whose cartoon fallouts have
been the comedic highlight of
the season so far.
Wherever the high ground is
here, allow me to leave you with
a quote from Mr Dye, his reply
to a journalist when asked how
he would describe Whistling
Straits. “This course is popcorn,”
he grinned. “But sometimes
people choke on popcorn.”
Let the choking commence.
Break out your own popcorn,
settle back and prepare to
enjoy what surely will turn out
to be another thrillingly
memorable Ryder Cup.
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TAKING THE
FIGHT
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yrrell Hatton has
fought his way to
the top of the
game. He didn’t
have a particularly decorated
amateur CV before starting
his professional career at the
bottom and earning his way
up every rung of the ladder.
But here he is, ten years
after turning pro, with seven
wins on the European and PGA
Tours, ranked England’s
number one golfer and
heading to his second Ryder
Cup. The fighting spirit and
talent that got him here is
exactly why he will be an
integral part of Team Europe
at Whistling Straits, and for
many matches to come.
Hatton was one of five
European rookies in 2018 and

ri
me

ca

oi
ns

l

started the week as the ninth
highest-ranked of the 12 at
26th in the world. This time he’ll
be one of the top three or four
Europeans and much better
known to American fans after
a maiden PGA Tour win in the
Arnold Palmer Invitational in
2020. His status in the game
has risen significantly over the
last three years, but it’s not
something that’s made any
difference to Hatton himself.
“It’s nice, but I don’t really
think about that unless I’m
asked the question,” Hatton
says in his typically modest
and unaffected manner. “It’s
cool, but it doesn’t bring any
added pressure. It’s not
something I think about while
I’m playing or trying to do well
in a tournament.”
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The man from Marlow,
Buckinghamshire, played his
way to Paris through the
European points list, courtesy
of a successful Dunhill Links
Championship defence and
an Italian Open title in backto-back starts in October 2017,
plus a T6th finish at the US
Open the following year. He
recorded one win and two
losses from his three matches
as Europe cantered to a
17.5-10.5 victory.

No 1st tee nerves
Hatton’s face lights up when
you mention the Ryder Cup.
Qualifying for the team again
was his “main goal at the start
of the year” and there’s no
hesitation when he’s asked
about his memories from Le
Golf National. “I think just the
1st tee stands out,” he says.

“The atmosphere was
unbelievable on that 1st
tee. I absolutely loved it”
“That was an unbelievable
experience. I was lucky
enough to go out Friday
morning with Paul Casey.
Standing on that 1st tee, the
atmosphere was unbelievable.
I absolutely loved it.
“The guys talked about it at
the start of the week, saying
you’re going to be nervous on
that 1st tee, but weirdly for me,
I felt really calm. I was more
nervous when I got to the
range, but I had a really good
warm-up. My dad was there
[father Jeff is also his coach],
the swing was in a good place,
I was getting into the positions
I want to and it felt good. That
gave me the confidence
walking out to the tee that I
knew what I was doing.
“So, I was able to enjoy that
atmosphere a bit more than if
you’re nervous and a bit
worried about how you’re
going to hit it. I felt in a good
place and it was very special.”
Hatton and Casey lost
one-down to Justin Thomas
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and Jordan Spieth in that first
session, but bounced back in
the Saturday morning
fourballs with an impressive
3&2 win over World No.1 Dustin
Johnson and Rickie Fowler.
Their partnership was
something both players knew
was likely to happen weeks
before they arrived in France.
“Thomas Bjorn had
mentioned it to us about a
month before,” Hatton
explains. “We get on well, he’s
a great player, and he has
experience from Ryder Cups
before, so that was good for
me with it being my first time. I
guess he guided me round
and we worked really well. I
didn’t putt particularly well
that week, but I read the
greens well. Paul was pretty
good at his start line, so he
holed a lot of putts and I just
read them for him.”
It would be no surprise to
see Hatton and Casey team
up again at Whistling Straits,
but one of the great things

about the European team, and the reason we
have such a fantastic record in the Ryder Cup,
is the unity within the team room. Whatever
egos there might be are left at the door, the
players know how to operate as part of a team,
and pretty much anyone can, and would, play
with anyone else.
“Everyone was in it together,” Hatton enthuses.
“We had a great team chemistry, and the team
room was a lot of fun. It helps that everyone
gets on with everyone else, and there was no
friction in there. We’re all pulling in the same
direction, trying to achieve the same goal. It
was very special at the end of the week.
Everyone won a point and contributed, and to
win the Ryder Cup is pretty special.”
Winning at home is one thing – Europe has
won the last six Ryder Cups on its own patch
With the Arnold
Palmer Invitational
trophy in March 2020

BMW PGA Championship, the circuit’s
– but he knows claiming the trophy on
flagship event, last October.
American soil is going to be much
Like many British players, Hatton holds
tougher: “It will be a different experience,
the event close to his heart because he
I’m sure. Obviously, the nice thing about
attended it as a child to watch his heroes
Paris was that we had home fans, so
playing up close. “It was a massive win
everyone is rooting for you. It’s going to
for me,” he agrees. “It’s such a special
be very different at Whistling Straits. We
tournament. I’ve been going since I was
play quite a lot on the PGA Tour now, so
five, so to now be playing it inside the
you’re used to a certain atmosphere. It’s
ropes is great, and to hold the trophy at
going to be loud.”
the end of the week was even more
You sense Hatton has discovered a
special. At the end of your career, you
comfort level playing in America in front
want to look back and be proud of what
of American fans and against the best
A Rolex Series win in
you’ve achieved, and that’s definitely
players on the PGA Tour, and he’s
the 2017 Italian Open
going to be one of the highlights of my
confident that he can be part of a team
career and a very proud moment.”
that retains the Ryder Cup: “It’s always
The 29-year-old played some
an exciting week and Europe has got a
magnificent golf on the way to a
pretty good record in the Ryder Cup in
four-shot victory that took him into the top ten
years gone by, so hopefully we can win it again.”
of the world rankings for the first time. But he
received as many headlines for the hoodie that
PGA Tour breakthrough
he chose to wear throughout the week as he
did for his excellent scoring.
He has every right to feel comfortable and
“I was a little surprised by the reaction,” he
confident given his performances over the last
admits. “I wasn’t the first person to wear a
few years. A PGA Tour win is always a significant
hoodie, but it was great how much attention it
milestone for any European player, something
got, although it was definitely divided! I enjoyed
which Hatton achieved at the 2020 Arnold
wearing it – it was great.
Palmer Invitational, but he’s continued to assert
“There wasn’t too much thought to it. It’s very
himself on his home tour, too. He took the 2019
easy to swing in and it moves nicely with
Turkish Airlines Open after a remarkable
your body so there’s no restriction there.
six-man play-off and confirmed his
Winning a six-man
On days where it’s a bit cold and you
status as one of the leading players on
play-off for the 2019
need to layer up, you want to be able
the European Tour when he won the
Turkish Airlines Open
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to swing freely and I was able
to do that in the hoodie. I
thought it was cool to wear.”
What would Hatton say to
those who criticised it? “I’d be
interested to see them
actually put it on and swing a
golf club in it,” he says. “I think
they’d probably change their
mind compared to the
standard jumper that they
might wear at the weekend.
“But everyone’s different, I
guess. I think more relaxed
dress codes can help grow the
game. I think golf is sometimes
too stuffy. The perfect
example of that is the emails
that clubs sent out after I was
wearing the hoodie at
Wentworth [telling members
they weren’t acceptable].
Some of them were
embarrassing. I think that puts
a lot of people off playing golf.
“Part of golf is socialising
and getting people up to the
club and having a good time
together, and you’re only
going to push people away by
being too strict about what
you can and can’t wear.”

sixth European Tour win by an
emphatic four-stroke margin.
But he admits he hasn’t kicked
on as he would have liked.
“Although I won in Abu
Dhabi, it’s not been too great
since then,” he tells me. “I’ve no
explanation for that at all. You
try your best every single week
and some weeks work out
better than others. I just
haven’t really put it together.
I’m hoping things change
moving forward. Obviously, I
want to take some form into
the Ryder Cup.”
For all his fantastic play and
wins over the last five years,
he still hasn’t quite found his
best stuff in the Majors. Yes, he

has five top tens from his last 21 Major starts, but
he’s yet to really challenge for that careerdefining win. His assessment of the situation is
impressively mature and measured.
“I try and treat most weeks the same, although
my Major record hasn’t been that great,” he
agrees. “It’s just one of those things. I just haven’t
put it all together. I might have driven the ball
well and hit my irons pretty good, but not holed
any putts. Or my long game might not have
been great, but I’ve putted well.
“I’ve never had a week in a Major where it’s all
come together. Hopefully that will happen
sooner rather than later. It would be nice to give
myself an opportunity to win. It would be a
different type of pressure than what we’ve been
used to in the past, but hopefully I’ll be able to
manage it well.”
It’s surely just a matter of time until he gets
into contention on the back nine on Sunday at a

He sported a hoodie
to win the 2020 BMW
PGA Championship

Bright start to the year
Hatton, who has finished no
worse than 12th on the Race to
Dubai since 2016, started this
year with a bang. He opened
up with a wonderful 65 at the
Abu Dhabi Championship and
closed with a 66 to claim his

HATTON’S ROAD TO THE TOP
England’s number one has proved himself at every level
July
Qualifies for The
Open Championship
at St Andrews as
an amateur

2010

2011
Turns pro off +4 and
wins first pro title on
the Jamega Tour
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October
Reaches the
Top 100 in the
world rankings
for the first time

Wins on the PGA EuroPro
Tour and named Rookie
of the Year

2012

2013
Finishes 10th on
Challenge Tour
rankings to earn
European Tour card

2014

2015

Major Championship, and you’d like to think he’d
handle, and embrace, that pressure as
impressively as on the 1st tee on his Ryder Cup
debut or when holding off the likes of Bryson
DeChambeau and Rory McIlroy to win the
Arnold Palmer Invitational.
Of course, no golfer achieves anything alone.
While his father, Jeff, has been his swing coach
his entire life and his team at Modest! Golf help
him off the course, it’s veteran caddie Mick
Donaghy who is right beside him on the course
making up the ‘we’ that Hatton refers to. He has
changed caddies on a reasonably regular
basis, but has found the perfect sidekick in the
affable but no-nonsense Glaswegian.
“We get on well and we’ve enjoyed working
together the last two-and-a-half years,” Hatton
confirms. “He’s got so much experience on the
bag and we’ve done amazingly well in that time
period. Lockdown was interesting. Coming back

now. He’s battled his way up the professional
pyramid, he’s overcome criticism of his
behaviour and clothing, and he’s made it to the
top of the game. He’s not going to stop fighting
now, and you can guarantee that with
Donaghy in his corner and his team and
The Majors are still
Europe behind him, he’s going to come
a work in progress
out swinging at Whistling Straits.
for Hatton

“It’s just one of those
things. I just haven’t put it
all together yet in a Major”
out with the bubbles and staying together – it’s
almost like having your grandad in the house,
putting him to bed sometimes! It’s been
interesting, but obviously we get on well.”
There’s obvious warmth from Hatton for
Donaghy as a person, and complete trust in
him as a caddie. The man swinging the clubs
doesn’t even carry a yardage book and relies
entirely on his looper for information, numbers
and encouragement. “He knows my game really
well,” Hatton adds. “If we are in between clubs,
then he’s generally going to say something that
will make me feel comfortable to hit the club
we’ve selected, so I just have to stand there and
make a good swing.”
It’s not been an easy journey, but Hatton has
made plenty of good swings to get where he is
October
First European
Tour title at
Dunhill Links
Championship
and enters the
world top 50

2016
July
First Major
top ten with
a T5th at
The Open

April
Makes his
Masters debut

2017
November
Finishes 4th
in the Race
to Dubai

September
Makes Ryder
Cup debut
in Paris

2018
October
Successfully
defends Dunhill
Links and wins
Italian Open

June
Signs with Niall
Horan’s management
company, Modest! Golf

March
Claims first PGA
Tour win at
Arnold Palmer
Invitational

2019

2020

May
Hires Mick
Donaghy as
his caddie

November
Wins Turkish Airlines
Open in six-man play-off

January
Starts year
with win in
Abu Dhabi

2021
October
Wins BMW PGA
Championship to jump
into world top ten
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MONTY’S
Colin Montgomerie has starred in the Ryder Cup
as both a player and a captain, so who better to
select Europe’s all-time strongest line-up?
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olin Montgomerie knows a
thing or two about making
tough calls. In 2010, he left out
Justin Rose and the then World
No.7 Paul Casey – “leaving
them out was the hardest
decision of my life” – as he put
together a winning team at
Celtic Manor which set the ball
rolling for three straight Ryder
Cup victories.
As a player, his record was
a phenomenal 20-9-7, which
puts him at fourth in Europe’s
list of all-time points scorers

behind Sergio Garcia, Sir Nick
Faldo and Bernhard Langer
and includes a record six wins
and two halves in eight
singles outings.
We asked the Scot to name
his Ryder Cup dream team, so
12 captain’s picks from a
galaxy of European heroes.
He’s put them into some sort
of order of preference,
though, and like any good
captain, he’s also backloaded the team with some
tried-and-tested talents...
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SEVE BALLESTEROS

You would have to start with Seve, God
rest his soul. He was the reason the Ryder
Cup became what it is today and he
would be my first choice in every way. He
was never going to beat himself – you
had to beat him. Not because of his golf,
it was because of him as an individual. The one
word I would use to describe Seve playing golf
is passionate. In match play, I would have 12
passionate people ahead of 12 golfers any day.
He would be my number one and that would be
the same on anybody’s list.

JOSE MARIA OLAZABAL

Olly and Seve have the best record as
a partnership of anybody and I think
they always will. They might be 3dn at
the turn, but you’d think ‘no bother’; 1dn
playing the last and you’d think they
would get a half. Even when Seve did
make a mistake, you saw the way Olazabal, even
as a rookie, took it on and said ‘I’ve got this’. You
could see [fear in] the Americans when they had
to face them. They were both born for the jobs
they were given in the Ryder Cup.

BERNHARD LANGER

I was fortunate to partner Bernhard
many times and he really was Mr
Reliable. He was always my senior
partner – I did what I was told and I
knew that I could rely on him. The
greens that I missed off his drives, half
of his chips would be gimmes – I would get the
putter out but I knew that I wouldn’t really need
it. He was a better player than he was ever
given credit for and, to this day, he’s still
chipping up to gimme range. I would have him
in any team.
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NICK FALDO

The first Brit would
be Nick. Again, you
are playing
someone who has
been coached in a
way that you feel is
unbeatable. I played a lot with
him and I felt the Americans
had this feeling of ‘how are
we going to get this guy as
he’s immune to pressure and
to swinging the club in a
different way?’
It seemed he had it all
worked out and he would beat
you. He had the ability to make
birdie at nearly every hole. His
presence at 6’4” was also
intimidating. That’s a top four
you would have on any team
and any American would love
any of them.

SAM TORRANCE

I have a lot of respect
for Sam and he was
the ultimate match
player. He loved
playing for money
– almost more than
he had in his pocket – and he
loved the challenge of holing a
putt when he really needed it.
You could see that in ’85,
when he was playing Andy
North, and that’s what he was
like in any game, whether it
was cards, backgammon or
golf. He’s a gambler and he
captained the team in that
way. He was a risk taker and I
loved that in match play.
Others were probably better
technical golfers, but very few
were better match players.

IAN WOOSNAM

I would have to
make a choice
between Sandy Lyle
and Ian Woosnam
and, although his
singles record
wasn’t great – bizarrely he
never won in eight matches
– you would have the tiger
element of Woosnam.
Like Lyle, there was the sheer
talent of the guy – he was
incredible with Faldo in 1987,
he was a Masters champion
and he was a gritty
competitor. He would never
give up and he’d always be
gnawing at you. I played
practice rounds with him but I
Westwood in action
during the 2016
contest at Hazeltine

8

out of the team in Wales as we
got the job done, but now, it
would be Justin.
His consistency has been
fantastic – he’s always there
or thereabouts and he won his
Major so well at Merion. You
would always have him out in
the foursomes.

1

Thomas Bjorn
picked him in 2018
and you wondered
if that was a bit
risky, but it wasn’t
at all. The guy has
experience, which is priceless.
You talk about passion and
the three Spaniards come to
mind instantly.
I first came across Sergio in
1999 when he made his debut
at Brookline. We played a
practice round and he struck
this amazing 3-iron at a par 3.
As professional golfers, we’re
not too impressed by others,
but that was a proper strike
and I thought ‘this guy can
really play’. You put that talent
with an aggressive and
fearless attitude and you now
have the leading points scorer
in the Ryder Cup.
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McDowell won the pivotal final
match at Celtic Manor in 2010

never partnered him; I would have loved to
have seen that determination first-hand.

RORY MCILROY

Similar to Woosie, Rory has that Celtic
determination – there always seems
to be something to prove. You can’t
leave out someone who, if they play
their best, they win. He’s now played on
five Ryder Cup teams and four of those
have been wins. I was lucky to have him as a
debutant in Wales – what a rookie to have on
your team. In that time he’s had some amazing
partnerships and he’s never missed a session,
which says plenty about his value to the team.

LEE WESTWOOD

Lee strikes the ball incredibly well off
the tee and his iron play is so good.
So how are you going to beat him?
You will need a lot of birdies to do so
as he’s never out of the hole. If there
are putts to hole then he knocks in a
lot of them – I know that from my own
experience in World Match Plays. In match
play, you have the opportunity to hit the ball a
lot harder on the greens and, when you do
that, you hole more putts.

IAN POULTER

He is a determined sod
and you’d much rather
have him on your team
than against you. He
brings out certain shots,

like Medinah, that are
extraordinary. I didn’t want the
cameras to be on the range in
2010 as I was nervous and
emotional, then he comes out
with ‘I will deliver a point’.
I remember thinking it was
big talk but, at the same time,
that he’s going to back this up
and he won 5&4. I wish we all
had that self-belief. What he’s
done in the Ryder Cup is very
Seve-esque, and that’s the
biggest compliment I can
give him.

JUSTIN ROSE

If I was to pick
one between
Luke Donald and
Justin Rose, and
I picked Donald
ahead of Rose in
2010, I would go with Justin.
They’re very similar players
– they hit a lot of fairways and
greens and are very steady. In
the foursomes, you love to
have players like them. It
wasn’t a mistake to leave Rose

SERGIO GARCIA

GRAEME
MCDOWELL

How do you pick
between Casey,
Harrington,
Clarke and
McDowell? I
would go with Graeme. He was
upset in many ways when the
draw came out for the 2010
singles and I threw him out at
12. He was the US Open
champion and the Welsh
Open champion on that
course and he thought he
wasn’t going to count.
It’s very rare that it comes
down to the final
match and I was
so glad I had
him. That birdie
at 16 showed you
what Graeme is
all about. That
putt won us the
cup back.

“He’s a determined sod
and you’d rather have
him on your team”
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The greatest
show on turf

12
Phil Mickelson has made
the most Ryder Cup
appearances.

1927

The Ryder Cup was
inaugurated in 1927.
The USA have won
26 contests and
GB&I/Europe 14.
There have also
been two ties.

1997
In 1997, Valderrama
in Spain became
the first golf course
outside the United
Kingdom or United
States to host the
Ryder Cup.

984

From the 42 Ryder Cup
events, 984 matches
have been played
with 354 players.
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There have been six
hole-in-ones in the
history of the Ryder
Cup. Europe have
registered five and
the USA one.

3891

9591

From 1959 to 1983, the
United States did not
lose the Ryder Cup. That
is a span of 13 events.

The youngest player to
compete in the Ryder
Cup is Sergio Garcia
at 19 years, 258 days.

25.5

The oldest is
Raymond Floyd at 51
years, 20 days.

71

Garcia is also the player
with the most points ever
(25.5). His overall record
consists of 22 wins, 11
losses and seven
halves.

The Ryder Cup trophy is
17 inches tall and
measures nine inches
from handle to handle. It
weighs 1.8kgs, roughly
the same as a large
bottle of ketchup.

The most frequent pairing in the history of the Ryder
Cup is Severiano Ballesteros and Jose Maria
Olazabal. They played 15 matches together and
produced 12 points.

THE POSTMAN
SEGAMI YTTEG yhpargotohP ~
REDNAXELA TIK weivretnI

Ryder Cup star Ian Poulter opens up about his
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ALWAYS DELIVERS

journey and experiences in golf’s greatest event

Ian Poulter lives and breathes
the Ryder Cup. His
performances in the biennial
match have defined his career
and made him a hero for
Europeans – and a villain for
many Americans. He’s been an
integral part of Team Europe
for nearly two decades and
the star of many of the
incredible moments that have
lit up the event in that time.
The Englishman’s passion and
energy inspire teammates and
fans alike, and he always
delivers when his continent
needs him. Here, ‘The Postman’
discusses his amazing journey
in the Ryder Cup...
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Why do you think you’ve
performed so well in the
Ryder Cup? One of my biggest
memories is going to the
Ryder Cup as a 15-year-old
and really loving what it
meant from a fan perspective.
Being a kid who loved sport,
and team sport, I absolutely
loved the team atmosphere.
I just said to myself ‘I need to
make this Ryder Cup team, I
want to be a Ryder Cup player,
I want to be inside the ropes. I
don’t want to be watching it
from outside. I want to make it
something I enjoy, I love, and I
do to the best of my ability’.
That’s really how I look back
upon what took me to wanting
to be a Ryder Cup player.
Your first match was a
fourball alongside Darren
Clarke against Tiger Woods
and Chris Riley in 2004. What
was it like starting off against
Tiger in America?
I was extremely nervous.
Bernhard Langer asking us to
sit out the Friday was difficult
and just built the anxiety, so
when it was time to go and
play, it happened to be
against Tiger and Chris.
Obviously that was going to
be a very tough match for me.
The buzz was incredible –
I’ve never felt that much
excitement ever before. Even
losing that match, in some
respects it was actually a
blessing. It made me more
hungry and fired me up even
more to be able to go out and
make sure I don’t lose many
more matches.
You were a captain’s pick in
2008 (and 2012, 2014 and 2018).
Does it feel different to when
you qualify automatically?
You feel like you owe it to the

captain. He’s given you the
nod, he wants you to come
and play for a reason. You feel
indebted that you need to be
able to deliver on what he’s
asked you to do.
It’s a very difficult position to
be in, but you kind of forget
about it once you’re there and
get into the mindset of taking
every hole as it comes and
every match as it comes. I’ve
had some great play in those
Ryder Cups to give those
captains a bit of payback for
inviting me to play.
You had three different
partners in 2010. Why do you
think you’ve been paired with
so many different players
through the years? Every
Ryder Cup you get asked who
you’d like to play with and who
you don’t want to play with,
because you can’t possibly

Do you think your role in the Miracle at
Medinah is the defining moment of your
career? It has to be one of the moments. I’m in
my office now talking to you and on a
mannequin happens to be the Saturday
afternoon outfit that was gifted to us by
Olazabal. I’ll probably be more known for that
Saturday afternoon match than anything else
I’ve done in golf.
What are your memories of that incredible
Sunday? I remember chipping in on the 1st for
birdie and I think Webb Simpson actually rolled
a putt in for birdie as well. Then I remember I
was struggling for six or seven holes – I literally
had no energy. Not that I was deflated, I just felt
that I spent so much energy on the Saturday

Poulter’s Ryder Cup record
He’s won 15 points and been victorious five times in his six appearances
2004, Oakland Hills
Europe win 18.5-9.5
Poulter’s record:
1W-1L-0H

2010, Celtic Manor
Europe win 14.5-13.5
Poulter’s record:
3W-1L-0H

2014, Gleneagles
Europe win 16.5-11.5
Poulter’s record:
0W-1L-2H

2008, Valhalla
USA win 16.5-11.5
Poulter’s record:
4W-1L-0H

2012, Medinah
Europe win 14.5-13.5
Poulter’s record:
4W-0L-0H

2018, Paris National
Europe win 17.5-10.5
Poulter’s record:
2W-2L-0H

get on with everyone. But I’m
the type of guy, in a team
environment and atmosphere,
if the captain needs me to go
and play with somebody then
I’m going to
go and play
with them.
For me, it’s
more about
being a team
member and
team player.
Celebrating an
improbable win
at Medinah
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I know a couple of players who have kept
their partners very much the same throughout,
but I feel I’ve got myself in a position where if I’m
asked, I’m happy to even take someone under
my wing if it might be their first run-out in a
Ryder Cup. I’m comfortable in that situation. I
want to help out and do everything in my power
to put a point on the board.

that I didn’t have an awful lot left on Sunday. I
got a new lease of life on the par-3 8th when
Simpson shanked it. I knew at that point I had an
opportunity to stamp some authority down. And
that’s exactly what happened.
We got that boost early on Sunday afternoon,
we saw the board go very blue in those first four
matches. Because of that, it was fully game on
at that point. We turned that whole tide around
from Saturday to the first four or five matches
on Sunday, and we were really in a strong
position. Once I got the job done, it was like
where do I go now, who do I support, which
buggy do I jump on? Once I got done with my
match the nerves started, because I wasn’t in
any control at all over what the outcome was
going to be from that point on. I was like an
absolute nervous wreck.

What did you learn from being a vice-captain
in 2016? It was great. Any time you have the
opportunity to learn a bit more about what the
Ryder Cup is from behind the scenes, it’s
always fascinating. It was a very different
dynamic, really turning into a support role.
What do you want me to do? Who can I help?
Who do you want me to go and talk to? Who
do you want me to gee up? Who needs a cup
of tea?
Your whole mindset changes from being in
that situation. I’ve enjoyed being on that
other side. There’s something very
His Saturday
rewarding about being able to help in a
performance in
2012 proved to
support role for those players who know
be a catalyst
you very well, and you feel like you can
help them out.

been that person to be lent on at
times and for me to be able to put
my arm around somebody.
There’s been a wonderful
transition of coming out of a
rookie Ryder Cup into a player
who plays very well in the Ryder
Cup and has got a lot of points.
Even though my world ranking
isn’t as strong as a lot of other
players on the team, I feel like I
bring energy to the team and a
different dynamic. Everybody’s
personality inside that team room
is very different, and you can’t have 12 people all
the same because it just wouldn’t work. You
need a blend to create a great team.

What did it mean to you to be back in the team
in Paris? It was a massive honour and privilege. It
was emotionally draining because it had been a
few years since playing one. What a Ryder Cup it
was. Seven-thousand fans were seated around
the first tee and you probably had 12,000 more
fans lining each side of the fairway, so the
amphitheatre Paris National gave us from a

How much satisfaction does it give you to be
unbeaten in six singles matches? It’s awesome.
The Ryder Cup has become such a big part of
my life that I just love every moment of it. Being
that pain in the ass to the opposition has been
great. If I think back to a number of years ago,
where perhaps people saw me as somebody
they could dislike, hopefully they’ve understood
in the last number of years that it’s not done
with any malice or hatred, it’s done purely for
the passion and love of competing in a team
environment. That’s what gets me excited.
What would it mean to you to be Ryder Cup
captain one day? It would be an incredible
honour. It would be very emotional. To have
seen Seve, Olazabal, Faldo, Monty, Woosie and
all the guys you’ve looked up to and respected
through the years and have gone on to be
Ryder Cup captains, to think one day you would
be given that opportunity would be a pretty
amazing honour.

Donning ‘The
Postman’ outfit in
France in 2018

spectator point of view was one of the best
we’ve seen in a Ryder Cup.
The course lent itself to us,
and Thomas Bjorn had it set up
in a way that we would feel
very comfortable and it might
intimidate the US team, which it
did. It clearly rattled them and
they were on the back foot
pretty early on.
How do you feel your role and
stature in the team room has
evolved over the years?
Obviously, my first one in
Detroit, Darren put his arm
around me to take me into the
arena, as such. I’ve felt that I’ve

Would you swap all your Ryder Cup success
for a Major victory? Nope. Nope. Nope. I’m very
happy and content. I’ve had a great career. I still
think I’ve got some value to add, but I wouldn’t
change any of what’s happened. I wouldn’t take
anything back to swap it for anything.
Poulter has won
an impressive 15
Ryder Cup points
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THE

AT MEDINAH

Jose Maria Olazabal, Europe’s victorious captain at the 2012

I

Ryder Cup, relives one of the most stirring comebacks in the
history of golf’s greatest event

t was almost over.
Late on Saturday
September 29, 2012,
as the American
roars grew louder
and louder, Europe
found themselves
10-4 down.
Europe’s captain, Jose Maria Olazabal,
wore a pained expression, which intensified
with each missed putt. It was turning into a
nightmare. This could so easily have been
the ‘Mauling at Medinah’.
There are many enduring images from
that thrilling contest nine years ago, but
only one that tells the story of when the tide

Martin Kaymer
celebrates
after holing
the winning
putt

turned in favour of Olazabal’s men. It came
after Ian Poulter, playing alongside Rory
McIlroy in Saturday’s afternoon fourballs,
holed a 15-footer at the last – his fifth
straight birdie – to give Europe a 1up victory.
The Englishman, eyes burning like a man
possessed, turned to his teammates and let
out the most ferocious roar. It was the shot
in the arm Europe desperately needed.
“The crucial moment was that Saturday
afternoon,” says Olazabal, the excitement
still there in his voice. “At one point we were
well, well, well behind. Everything was
looking like it was pretty much lost.
Sometimes you can be down and feel
really bad, but this was the opposite.
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“We were down by four but the atmosphere in
the team was fantastic because of how things
happened late in the afternoon [Sergio Garcia
and Luke Donald also beat Tiger Woods and
Steve Stricker]. The last couple of matches were
a huge boost for us in confidence, in self-belief,
not just winning the points but the way it
happened and how Poulter celebrated that last
putt. I think that transferred to the rest of the
team. That was huge. Huge.”

Momentum shift
Put another way, Poulter gave the Americans “a
little punch in the face”. There was no looking
back now, stewing over partnerships or
pondering over what may or may not have
worked better. Olazabal’s main objective was to
ensure all 12 of his team had played over the
first two days, and when he gathered the group
together in the locker room on Saturday
evening, he knew they were all ready.
“When you look the players in their eyes and
you see the spirit is back, that’s the key,” he says.
“I saw belief. I saw that spark, that determination
that things had changed and it was doable. We
said it was possible and everyone believed.”
The Spaniard didn’t need
convincing. Having played in
seven Ryder Cups, he’s
experienced his fair share of
highs and lows in the biennial
contest. One particular low –
the ‘Battle of Brookline’ in 1999,
where America rallied from
four points behind – gave him the belief that the
deficit could be overturned.
How different Sunday may have turned out
had McIlroy’s police escort decided to
‘accidentally’ take a wrong turn to the course.
The Ulsterman had calmly been going about his
business on Eastern time back at the team hotel,

[Chicago is Central time] and he made his tee
time with just 11 minutes to spare. He then
dispatched Keegan Bradley 2&1.
The scoreboard went from red to blue in pretty
quick time as Olazabal’s troops, wearing Seve’s
trademark navy and white, stormed back into
contention. Wins for Donald, Lawrie, McIlroy and
Poulter levelled the contest up at 10-10. At this
point, it could have gone either way.

“I saw belief. I saw that
spark, that determination
that things had changed”

The victorious
European
team in 2012
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A historic Sunday
He’s still amazed by what he witnessed at
Medinah. During his illustrious career, he
amassed 23 European Tour victories, including
two Masters titles in 1994 and ’99, yet nothing
will ever impress him more than what he saw
that afternoon – the best players in the world
performing under the most intense pressure.
“Being a captain is completely different to
being a player in the team, you can only do so
much. You can pass on a lot of emotions,
feelings or thoughts to the players, but at the
end of the day the players are the ones that hit
the shots and you have no control of that.”
His players delivered, and if it was ‘The Postman’
who gave Olazabal’s side some much-needed
momentum on Saturday, it was Justin Rose who
tipped the balance Europe’s way on Sunday. One
down with two to play against Phil Mickelson, he
holed a 40-footer to level the match on 17, before
making another birdie on the last to win 1up. All his
opponent could do was applaud.

Davis Love’s team were all feeling it. This wasn’t
supposed to be how the final day played out. Jim
Furyk finished bogey-bogey to lose to Garcia
and Europe edged ahead, only for Jason Dufner
to restore parity.
On 18, a nerveless Stricker holed out first, and
Martin Kaymer, having raced his first attempt six
feet past, had a putt to retain the Ryder Cup. All
Olazabal could do was close his eyes and wait
for the roar – an ‘away’ cheer. The German made
no mistake and when Francesco Molinari halved
his match with Woods shortly afterwards, Europe
had completed the most
remarkable of comebacks.
As the tears flowed, there
was only one person in
Olazabal’s mind. As euphoric
as the ‘Miracle at Medinah’
was, it was also tinged with
sadness. “I had a few
thoughts for my friend,
Seve… this one’s for him,” he
said, before burying his face
in his cap.
“There was a huge
change in mentality within
the European camp in
1983/1985,” adds Olazabal,
who partnered Seve a record 15 times, the most
by any pair in Ryder Cup history, winning 12
points. “The self belief that was part of Seve was
important. He changed the mentality of the
players, making us believe we could beat them.”

One and done
Even though his love for the Ryder Cup is
obvious, Olazabal doesn’t see himself returning
for another stint as captain. Victory in 2012 was

Justin Rose
celebrates his
pivotal win

The European
fans were
vocal all week

“the icing on the cake”. “We have a great
number of players that deserve to experience
that role,” he says. “I believe nowadays that you
have one chance as captain because the list of
players that deserve it is quite long. I think it’s
fantastic to see new captains every time.”
In any case, the 55-year-old is involved in a
very different project right now – Navarino Hills
at Costa Navarino in Greece, where two new
courses will open for play next spring. Olazabal,
who was given a spectacular canvas on which
to pen the new designs, admits golf design is
altogether better for his health.
“It’s more stressful being Ryder Cup captain
than opening a golf course,” he jokes. “The place
is fantastic, wonderful, in the middle of nature.
The scenery is great and I have to say it’s going
to be a fantastic golf destination – high-quality
hotels, fantastic food and you’ll now have the
chance to play four different courses.”
So, the 55-year-old will sit back and enjoy
seeing Padraig Harrington try and score
another victory on American soil. The US side
was too strong for Europe at Hazeltine five years
ago, but Olazabal is convinced we’re all in for
another tight encounter at Whistling Straits.
“We’ll have a few new kids on the block and
we’ll see that combination of rookies and
experienced players, but it’s very hard to predict.
The US team is solid, they have fantastic players,
but somehow we’ve managed to play better
more often than not of
late,” he says. “Since the
‘90s, European players are
more used to playing golf
courses in the US against
top players. All these years
we’ve become more
familiar with competing
with them.”
Despite all his own
personal successes,
captaining Europe to a
remarkable 14½-13½
victory is an achievement
that ranks higher than
them all. Ever since
making his Ryder Cup debut at Muirfield Village
in 1987, he’s been in love with the event – it’s
“unique electricity and camaraderie”.
He might not speak to the members of that
2012 team as much now, but Augusta will
always be a good place to reminisce. “It’s great,
whenever you play the Ryder Cup and you’re
part of a team you create a bond with the
players that lasts a lifetime. I have wonderful
memories of all my teammates so any time you
see any of them on a golf course that bond is
always there.”
67

Words: Brian Wacker

~

Photography: Getty Images

A SLEEPING
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Team USA looks ready to reverse its
Ryder Cup fortunes of recent years
with a bright young line-up of stars
preparing to do battle in Wisconsin

hen the Ryder Cup was last
held in September of 2018 near
Paris, the world was a different
place. In much the same way
as other significant moments
in history have served as
markers of time, so too has the
Covid pandemic. There was
before, and there was after.
The same could be said of
the biennial contest between
the United States and Europe,
which now returns to oddnumbered years (as it was
prior to the terrorist attacks of
September 11, 2001) at Whistling
Straits in Wisconsin this
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September. So, just
how different is the
golfing landscape
compared to the last
time the two foes met?
Well, consider this.
Tiger Woods was still
playing and was a few
months shy of
capturing his 15th
career Major at the
following year’s Masters. Collin
Morikawa, meanwhile, was still
an amateur and in the early
stages of his senior year at the
University of California,
Berkeley, where he was busy
putting the final touches to a
degree in business economics.
Now, Woods’ playing future
remains uncertain as he
continues to recover from a
near-fatal car crash earlier
this year. And Morikawa is
already a five-time PGA Tour
winner and two-time Major
Champion, having captured
the 2020 USPGA Championship
and this year’s Open at Royal
St George’s.
So much for the prerequisite
of experience! In taking home
the Claret Jug, Morikawa
became just the seventh man
since 1900 to win the Open on
his debut and the first since
Ben Curtis in 2003, also at
Royal St George’s, though
Morikawa’s career looks set to
burn a lot brighter and longer.
Morikawa put on a ballstriking clinic on the Kent
coast, playing his last 31 holes
with nary a bogey. With that
victory, he joined Gene

Youth on their side

Brooks and Bryson
will need to set aside
their differences

Sarazen, Bobby Jones, Jack
Nicklaus, Seve Ballesteros,
Woods, Rory McIlroy and
Jordan Spieth as the only
players in the last century with
multiple Major wins before the
age of 25, which Morikawa
won’t turn until February 2022.
Already, the young
Californian has proved to not
only be the fastest learner in
the game but also its best iron
player. In college, the
dispersion pattern of his 6-iron
was the equivalent of the
average pitching wedge on
the PGA Tour!
“You try not to listen to
everything when it’s your
rookie year or it’s your debut,”
Morikawa said of his victory at
Royal St George’s. “Sometimes
that gets to people. I heard
Brooks [Koepka] say at the
Travelers Championship,
which was my third PGA Tour
event as a pro, that he was
there to win.
“When he first turned pro he
was there to make cuts. Then
he went to top 30s and top 20s
and top tens. From that day I
just switched to, ‘Let’s go out
and win’.”

Captain Stricker will look to maximise home advantage at Whistling Straits
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Why would the Ryder Cup be any
different, then? At least that’s the hope
for the Americans. There’s reason for
hope, too. At just 24, Morikawa is not only
America’s youngest player but headlines
an infusion of youth. The average age of
the top six players for the Americans [at
time of publication] is just 29, a number
that would be even lower if not for Dustin
Johnson having turned 37 this year.
The only other player not in his 20s among
the group is Brooks Koepka at 31. Between them
they boast a collectively impressive resumé
with more than 60 career victories including ten
Majors. There’s plenty of Ryder Cup experience
to go round, with Johnson, Bryson
DeChambeau, Koepka, Justin Thomas and
Xander Schauffele all having played previously.
This injection of youthful talent couldn’t come
at a better time, either. The US has lost four of

The Americans
celebrate a home
victory in 2016

the last five and seven of the last nine Ryder
Cups, including in 2018 when Europe romped to
a 17.5-10.5 victory at Le Golf National. The chants
of “Tommy, Tommy!” practically reverberated
all the way to the Palace of Versailles a few
kilometres away following one of the biggest
blowouts in the 42 stagings of the event.
Francesco Molinari and Tommy Fleetwood led
the home team, going 4-0 in their pairs
matches, with Molinari becoming the first
European to go 5-0 for the week following a 4&2
victory over Phil Mickelson in the Sunday singles.
On a brighter note for America, its two wins
over that time span in 2016 and
2008 both came on American
soil, at Hazeltine National and
Valhalla respectively. While
Whistling Straits is more similar
to a European venue than
either of those, it is sure to be
set up to favour the bomband-gouge game of the
brawny American squad.
Not that American captain,
Steve Stricker, was offering any hints. “It’s none of
your business,” the Wisconsin native joked when
asked how the course will play as a match play
venue. “We’ve made some tweaks, and I’m sure
everybody knows what they are going to be. I’m
not going to get into that part of it.

“Yeah, we did some things to
kind of enhance the benefit
towards our side just like they
do when we go over to Europe
and play their side. So it’s
minor little things. It’s not going
to change the way the course
plays dramatically.”

Time to come together
But the Americans and Stricker
aren’t without their concerns.

Three years ago, it was the
distraction of Patrick Reed,
who publicly bemoaned not
having been paired with
Jordan Spieth despite the duo
having proved formidable with
an 8-1-3 win-loss-half record
in two Ryder Cups and two
Presidents Cups.
Instead, Spieth teamed up
with good friend Justin
Thomas, and they won three
of four matches together.

“At 24, Collin Morikawa is not just
America’s youngest player but
headlines an infusion of youth”
Reed, on the other hand,
ended up with Tiger Woods,
with the pair drawing a blank
in two fourball sessions. This
time, it’s American teammates
DeChambeau and Koepka
who find themselves at odds.
Their beef traces back to
2019 when Koepka mentioned
DeChambeau while talking
about slow play. They
appeared to have settled the
matter at Liberty National
during the 2019 Northern Trust,
but Koepka said that
DeChambeau went back on
his word after their
conversation. Things
escalated from there.
“He didn’t like that I had
mentioned his name in slow
play, so we had a conversation
in the locker room, and then I
guess I said something else in
the press conference but
didn’t mention his name in it,”
Koepka said.
“He walked up to [my
caddie] Ricky [Elliott] and said
something. It was, ‘You tell your
man if he’s got something to
say, say it to myself’,” Koepka
continued. “I thought that was
ironic because he went
straight to Ricky. Ricky told me
when I came out, I hit a few
putts, and then just walked
right over to him. We had a
conversation. We both agreed
we’d leave each other out of it
and wouldn’t mention each
other, just kind of let it die off.
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Then he decided, playing video games online
or whatever, to bring my name up and said a
few things, so now it’s fair game.”
Things appeared to reach boiling point at this
year’s USPGA Championship, with Koepka rolling
his eyes in a TV interview as DeChambeau
walked by and said something in the
background. So, how will the two manage being
on the same team in the same team room?
“You realise it’s only a week, right?” Koepka
said. “Look, I can put it aside for business. If we’re
going to be on the same team, I can deal with
anybody in the world for a week. I’m not playing
with him. I’m pretty sure we’re not going to be
paired together, put it that way. We’re not going
to be high-fiving and having late-night
conversations. I do my thing; he does his thing.
“It’s not an issue at all. I don’t view it as an
issue. I don’t think he does. Like I said, I can put
anything aside for a team, business, whatever,
just to get the job done. No problem with that.”
For his part, DeChambeau said he doesn’t
recall the specifics of the original conversation
with Koepka but agreed the two can co-exist.
“I don’t know what he’s talking about in that
regard. Maybe that’s on me. Maybe I didn’t
[keep my word],” DeChambeau said. “I really
don’t remember anything about that. We just
had a conversation that I really don’t know what
happened, because we haven’t really bantered
back and forth until now.
“I think it would be kind of funny [to be paired
together] actually. I think we’d do well, to be
honest. It would create a little interesting vibe
for the team or the guys we’re playing against.”

And what of Team Europe?
If all the potential noise has given any hope to
European captain, Padraig Harrington, he isn’t
letting on. “I can only look after my own team,”
Harrington said. “When you hear the stories and
things going on, it’s of interest, but it doesn’t
really make a difference to how the players play
the week of the Ryder Cup. I certainly wouldn’t
be relying on that. I’d be relying more on getting
Left: Francesco looks set to
miss out. Right: Will Reed be
back to his Ryder Cup best?
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Team USA has a new
young superstar in
Collin Morikawa

the most out of my team. I
think that’s what we do in the
Ryder Cup now.
“You’re not there to rely on
the opposition playing badly.
You’re trying to make sure that
your team plays as well as it
can and believes that if all
they have to do is play their
own game and play as well as
they can, that’s good enough.
Anybody who has ever played
match play, the worst possible
thought you can have going
out to play is hoping that your
opposition isn’t at its best.”
In that regard, Harrington
has enough to concern
himself with when it comes to
his own roster. Fleetwood and
Molinari were unbeatable
three years ago, but Molinari’s
game has plummeted and

he’s not part of the picture at
the moment. Meanwhile,
heroes of Ryder Cups past –
Ian Poulter, Lee Westwood and
Henrik Stenson – all have their
best days behind them, while
others like Justin Rose aren’t
far behind, at least as far as
the future is concerned.
Of course, there’s still plenty
of talent in the European
cupboard, with Jon Rahm,
Fleetwood, Tyrrell Hatton,
Matthew Fitzpatrick, Rory
McIlroy and Viktor Hovland
figuring to be regulars for the
foreseeable future.
So what will happen when
the two teams finally meet in
Wisconsin? For all Tom
Watson’s failings as the 2014
captain, his words over six
years removed from that
calamity perhaps ring truest.
“What I love about the
Europeans is that their team
lifts itself up,” he said.
“Together, they keep it light
and they keep the pressure
from really grabbing hold of
them. I think they do it better
than the American team does.
“What I suggest to the
American team is that you’ve
got to lift yourself up. You’ve
got to be strong supporters of
each other going forward to
be successful. You need to
have that back-up from your
fellow players.”
And playing up to their
capabilities might not be such
a bad idea, either.

INSTRUCTION
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BEAT
YOUR
BEST SCORE
The six-time European Tour winner and Ryder Cup

star shares his ten top tips to help you go low more often

Tyrrell Hatton with Kit Alexander
Photography: Tom Miles, Getty Images
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BEAT YOUR BEST SCORE
Tyrrell Hatton with Kit Alexander

1.

Lesson: Your warm-up is primarily about
preparing your body and seeing how you’re hitting
the ball. It doesn’t guarantee how you’re going to
play and score, so don’t stress about it and play
with the shots and tendencies you have that day.

Be prepared when you step
on the 1st tee

Good preparation before you get to the tee sets
you up for a good day. You have to manage
your time well. You have to make sure you eat
at the right time and that your hydration levels
are good. You need to have a good warm-up so
your body is ready to go. It all helps you to play
good golf.

3.

Lesson: Plan the day before your tee time so it
works around your golf. Give yourself plenty of
time to prepare and arrive on the first tee ready
to go mentally and physically.
2.

Don’t worry about a bad
warm-up session

Generally, the best days are when you’ve
absolutely dogged it on the range and your swing
feels terrible. But once you get on the golf course,
everyone has a bit more focus. You’re
more into your target and you know
what you’re going to do. I’m probably
the same as most amateurs on the
range; I’ve got a target but I’m very
loosely just hitting balls and treating it
as a warm-up. Although I would like to
feel the ball in the middle of the
clubface as well. It’s knowing that I’m
going to be more focused on the
course, not worrying about a bad range
session and just cracking on.

Always have
a strategy

Do all you can
to be ready for
your round
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Have a clear strategy and
stick to it

There are always certain holes where you need to
have a game plan. If you’re having a good round,
your strategy has been working so keep it going.
My caddie, Mick Donaghy, plays a huge part. I
don’t carry a yardage book, so I rely on Mick quite
heavily for a lot of information, like lay-up points
and pin positions. He knows the better side to
miss it, so if there’s a tight pin he might suggest
just trying to keep it a little more towards the safe
side. That allows you to make a better decision
about what club and shot you’re going to hit.

practising with it. Practise on the greens and
focus especially on pace control.

Lesson: Plan the best way for you to score well
that plays to your strengths and minimises your
weaknesses. Also, aim towards the centre of the
green more often and stick to your strategy no
matter how your round is going.
4.

5.

If you’re playing well, keep it going. If you’re six
under, let’s get to seven under. If you get to seven
under, let’s get to eight. It’s always about trying to
move forward, make birdies and see how low you
can shoot. Some people might get caught up
when they have a good score going and get a
little bit defensive, but if you’ve been aggressive
all day and it’s got you to that point, you should
just keep going.

Get the putter working

Generally, the putter is the most important
club in the bag when it comes to shooting a low
score because you’ll need to hole a few long
putts. They keep momentum going. Even when
you miss a green and you’ve got a six-foot par
putt, you hole that and you go to the next tee with
the momentum still. Holing that putt enables you
to carry on, and on the good days you’re
generally going to make birdie on the next hole.
Lesson: We all know how important the putter is,
but many of us don’t spend enough time

Keep your foot on
the accelerator

You can’t
go low with
bad putting

Lesson: Make the most of the days when you
are playing well by trusting yourself and
continuing to do the things that have put you in
that good position.

INSTRUCTION
BEAT YOUR BEST SCORE
Tyrrell Hatton with Kit Alexander

6.

Stay in the moment

Any time you’re shooting well under your
handicap, it’s very easy for you to think too far
ahead. Try and stay as present as you can. Just
focus on each shot. Mentally, people would
maybe say I’m fragile. It’s just trying to stay
patient and not getting too worked up.
Remember the good stuff you’ve been doing
and try to carry that forward.

Work to
improve on
holes you
struggle on

Lesson: The past doesn’t matter and you can only
control the here and now. Focus on the shot in
hand and don’t worry about previous shots or
start thinking too far ahead.
7.

Have a plan on courses and
holes that don’t suit you

You have to believe you can shoot a good
score around any particular golf course. On
tour, we play a variety of different layouts and
there are going to be times when you don’t like
the course or it visually doesn’t suit your eye. In
those instances, it’s about trying to get round it
the best way possible. There might be some
tee shots you don’t like, so you have to think
about what you can do to feel more
comfortable on that tee, what shot you can
rely on or where is the good miss that you can
recover from. You just have to be smart about
these things.
Lesson: There’s always a way to score well on any
course or hole if you play to your strengths and
make sensible decisions that reduce the chances
of making a big number.
8.

Commit to every
shot you hit

Mick and I have been working
together for a very long time
now, so he knows my game
really well. If we are in between
clubs then he’s generally going
to say something that will make
me feel comfortable to hit the
club we’ve selected, so I just
have to stand there and make
a good swing.
Lesson: You might not have a
caddie, but a quick internal chat
with yourself outlining the shot
you’re seeing, the club you need
and how you want to hit it really
helps clarify what you’re doing.
This enables you to totally
commit to the shot.
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Hit every
shot with
conviction

9.

Embrace pressure
and nerves
You want to be in those
positions, shooting a good
score. Naturally, professional
golfers all enjoy that pressure
and nervous energy. For me,
personally, I’ve been fortunate
to win on the European Tour
and PGA Tour and having the
confidence that you can get
over the line allows you to go
and hit good shots. That
pressure and nervous energy
is what you practise for and it
can help you be more focused.

Don’t shy
away from
the big
occasion

Lesson: We all want to shoot
low scores, so you have to
welcome the feelings that come with it.
10.

Keep your expectations
realistic

I won my first event this year in Abu Dhabi, but I
almost didn’t know what to expect, which can help
you sometimes – if you’re playing well you almost
put pressure on yourself to have another good
week. Amateur golfers need to stay with their
game plan and try not to get too carried away.
Lesson: High expectations are very rarely helpful
when it comes to shooting low scores. Keep yours
realistic for your standard, focus on enjoying the
game and hopefully some good rounds will come.

My best round ever
Hatton reflects on an incredible day at the Home of Golf
The one that jumps to
mind would be the 62 I
shot at St Andrews in the
2016 Dunhill Links
Championship.
It was on the Saturday
and then I followed it up
with a 66 to win my first
European Tour title. I
remember it all seemed
fairly easy, my swing was
in a pretty good place
and everything was

working really well. I
guess I was ‘in the zone’.
I didn’t really have any
swing thoughts. I like to
keep things simple and
try not to overcomplicate
anything because it
allows you to swing
freely. I wasn’t worried
about hitting certain
positions in my swing. I
was just taking the club
away and it was all

pretty natural, it just
flowed. I think that’s what
allows people to have
their best rounds.
It was just one of those
days where everything
went my way. It’s not
often you’re going to
shoot ten under, and to
do it at the Home of Golf
and finish the week with
the trophy makes it a bit
more special.

INSTRUCTION
FAULT FIXER

By Top 25 Coach John Jacobs

1

Stop topping it

Poor posture at address
is often a primary cause
of the topped shot as
you won’t be able to
maintain your angles as you
swing and are likely to lift away
from the ball through impact
(below). Golfers with poor
posture tend to bend through
the back so their pelvis is too
far forward. Push your pelvis
back to maintain a good spine
angle and focus on keeping it
back through the strike so you
can stay over the ball more
and get to the bottom of it
through impact for solid
contact (main photo).
Poor posture can lead
to lifting up

Good posture
A great way to achieve
good posture is to hold the
club out in front of you and
bend from the pelvis first
before just adding a
little soft flex in
the knees.
Setting and maintaining
a good spine angle is key
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2

Photography: Tom Miles Shot on location at Cumberwell Park, Wiltshire

Look at the difference in the two
post-impact positions here. I want you
to really extend your right arm as you
strike it, as though you’re trying to chase
the clubhead down the line nice and low
through impact. This will really help you to stay
down over the golf ball. Golfers who top it tend
to ‘chicken wing’ it through impact (below) with
the clubhead moving up off the ball. This stops
them achieving that nice low arc.

Feel like you’re chasing
the club down the line

Place a tee peg in
front of the ball...

3

The lowest point of
your swing should be
after impact. Those
who top it very often
have the low point too early
because they’ve lifted up away
from the ball. Focus on taking
your divot just after the ball, as
trying to get the clubhead
down below the golf ball just
after impact will improve your
strike. In practice, pop a tee
peg down just in front of the
ball and focus on hitting that
as well as the ball.
...and try to hit it
through impact
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Photography: Tom Miles, Vicky Jones

What’s the best way to
get out of thick rough?
By Top 25 Coach Ged Walters
Firstly, don’t get greedy – so
put the 7-iron away and take
out your sand wedge, because
you want plenty of loft. Move
the ball back in your stance a
little, which encourages a
downward angle of attack.
Note how I’ve picked the club
up steeply, which helps me to
drive down into the ball.
Having a little more pressure
on the lead side (60-70 per
cent) also helps. Tighten your
grip a fraction, too, to stop the
club turning over. Put this all
together and you’ll advance
the ball 60 yards or so – and
that’s all you really need to be
thinking about.

Steep
You need to
come into the ball
with a downward angle of
attack, so put the ball back
in your stance and
pick the club up
steeply.
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How can I make more
three-footers?
By Top 25 Coach Alistair Davies
It’s that range club golfers can
really struggle with – but I can
recommend a fantastic drill to
help you hole more short putts,
especially those with some
Gate
break. By marking a small
gate for the ball to pass
If you have to
through, this drill is
hit the ball through
two tees, it encourages
going to
you to focus on your start line
encourage you to
and prevents you from
start focusing on
looking at the hole
the start line so it
too quickly.
becomes part of your
process. Having this focus
will prevent you from
‘cheating’, or looking at the hole
too quickly. Give it a go and you
should find yourself rolling them
in with more confidence.

I’m not sure
how I should
be hitting my
hybrid
By Top 25 Coach Keith Williams
Try not to see a hybrid shot as a mini wood
swing; rather, see it as a 5-iron swing. I often
witness golfers trying to sweep the ball away,
but you should actually be hitting a
little bit down on it. Position the ball
two to three inches inside your
forward heel. Ideally, the strike
Trap
will be ball then turf – so
you’re trapping or
You should be
squeezing the ball. Yes,
looking to avoid a
the wider sole will
sweeping motion with a
slide along the turf
hybrid – aim to bruise the
more than an iron,
turf after you’ve made
but try to ‘bruise’ the
contact with the
ground after you’ve
ball.
made contact with the
ball. Finally, remember to
shift your weight forward as this
will help the clubhead descend
correctly into impact.
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By Tour coach Zane Scotland

Hole out with
confidence

1

Conviction and freedom
When you have a tap-in from
six inches, you’ll go up to it very
confidently and knock it in
without worrying. If you can adopt
that mentality on all your putts, you’ll
hole a lot more of them. They won’t
all go in, of course, but try and treat
them all like six-inch tap-ins and
you’ll roll them with a lot more
confidence and freedom. And don’t
beat yourself up if you do miss a
six-footer or an even shorter one.
The PGA Tour average from six feet
is around 70 per cent, so you should
have realistic expectations. If you
hole half of your putts from around
that length, that’s exceptional.

Stay
positive
Tension can creep in
when there is an expectation
that you should hole a putt.
This can impact on
freedom, so try to
stay calm and
positive.

Adopting a ‘tap-in’ mentality
will free up your stroke
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2

Don’t peek too early
One of the big mistakes on short putts is
sneaking a look at the hole and not trusting your
stroke. This makes you come out of the putt a
touch early. Your upper body then rises up a little,
affecting your strike and often causing a miss left (for
right-handers). Drills in which you putt either looking at
the hole or with your eyes closed can help prevent this.

3

Get confident with the pace
You need to get the speed of the greens before
you play. Putt to the edge of the practice green
from four, six, eight and ten feet. Watch the ball
all the way to its finish to take in how fast it’s rolling and
how it’s releasing out. Not putting to a hole removes the
emotion of holing or missing, so you can focus on
calibrating your stroke to the speed of the greens.

Practise with your
eyes closed to
stop you peeking

4

Forget the hole to work
on your pace pre-round

Line your ball up precisely
Draw a line on your ball and
aim it exactly where you
want to start it. It will also
help you to line the ball up in the
middle of the face. How the line rolls
tells you if you’ve hit a good putt – it
should stay straight rather than
wobbling - and how good your
green reading is. If your putts start
where you want, roll end over end
with good pace and still aren’t going
in, you’re misreading them.

A line on the ball helps with
alignment and feedback
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Analysis by Top 25 Coach Paul Foston

Collin Morikawa

1

Collin’s arms hang out slightly at
address, which helps to create
lots of width, so he’s not going to
pick the club straight up and down.
He then has a very slow, deliberate
takeaway – and it works. He’s
preparing himself to fire the gun.
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His hands stay close to the body
with the club outside the line. Many
club golfers get the club behind
them by going under the optimum
swing plane. This fans the club and
opens the face, so they have to then
use their hands to try to recover it.

2

Now you can see how deep
the rotation is – the left
shoulder stays down and
turns. I’m drawn to the logo on his
glove; although it’s difficult to see
here, what this tells me is that he
has a fairly weak grip.

Photography: Paul Severn

THE
STATS 69.67 72.05% 294.3 69.20%
Stroke average

Greens in regulation

Driving distance (yards)

Driving accuracy

PGA Tour

For 40 years, we’ve been teaching
a flat wrist. Now you’re seeing more
of this one-knuckle, weak lead-hand
grip, so you get this bowed look. A lot
of top players do this, and it helps
them shallow the club and keep the
face more stable through impact.

3

One of Collin’s secrets is that
he comes down a fraction on
the inside, so he’s shallowing
a touch. When he squats, the club
will just lay down behind him slightly.
I love the delivery position shown
in this photo, with the shoulders

square and the hips maybe 60˚
open. There’s then zero face rotation
through the impact area, which is
one of the reasons why he is so
accurate. The lead wrist and
clubhead are beautifully aligned to
where he’s trying to hit the ball.
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RULES
Words: Chris Wallace
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Suspensions to play
It might be because of bad
light, fog, flooding, severe
winds, thunder and lightning,
or a combination of the above,
but at some point it’s likely
that all of us will have been
delayed by a suspension in
play. Chris Wallace, Rules
manager at The R&A, explains
how the Rules of Golf deal with
such circumstances.
Suspensions can be a fairly
regular occurrence depending
on which part of the world you
play your golf, particularly
when it comes down to the
elements. So it’s important to
know what to do if and when
play is suspended and what
options you have as players.
There are two types of
Committee suspensions, each
with different requirements for
when players must stop play
(see Rule 5.7b).
The first is for situations
where there is imminent
danger to players, such as
from lightning, where play is
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suspended immediately.
When this happens, all players
must stop play at once,
evacuate the course or get to
a place of safety, and must
not make another stroke until
the Committee resumes play.
The second kind of
suspension occurs when there
is no danger to players, but
the Committee believes the
course may have become
unplayable, either for bad light
or bad conditions. If the
Committee suspends play for
these reasons, what happens
next depends on where each
group is on the course.
If all players in a group are
between two holes, they must
stop play and not make a
stroke to begin another hole
until the Committee resumes
play. However, if any player in
the group has started a hole,
the players may choose either
to stop play or to play out the
hole (or as much of the hole
as they can). This is why you

occasionally see players
running to tee off on the 18th if
they are aware a suspension
is coming, in order to
be able to complete
their round and not
have to come back
to finish early the
next morning.
If players do not
SUSPENSION
agree on what to do,
OF PLAY
any player in the
ESSENTIALS
group may choose
to stop play or go on
u Immediate
to continue the hole,
suspensions are
matter what the
usually signalled by no
in the group
one prolonged note others
decide, except that
of a siren.
they can only do so if
their marker stays to
u For all other
keep the player’s
suspensions, it’s
score. This is also
usually three
slightly different in
consecutive notes.
match play where, if
one opponent stops
u Two short notes
play, the other player
of a siren are the
must also stop until
usual signal for a
the Committee
resumption of play.
resumes play.

Your queries resolved
In a recent round, my

Q ball came to rest in

quite a deep tyre
mark in the rough where the
greenkeepers had recently
been working. I felt that it
should be classed as an
abnormal course condition
allowing me a free drop, but
my friends insisted that
because it wasn’t marked as
Ground Under Repair (GUR), I
had to either play it as it lies
or declare it unplayable and
proceed under penalty, which
seemed a little unfair to me.
Was I right or were they?
Terry Davidson,
Chester, Cheshire

R&A
WINNERS
Each month, the
readers whose
queries are
featured will
receive an Open
Championship
putter cover plus
a sleeve of three
R&A logo Titleist
Pro V1 golf balls

There is actually

A another option for this

situation. While there is
nothing within the Rules of Golf
that automatically gives free
relief from tyre marks or ruts, if
a player’s ball is in a large rut
which has not been marked as
Ground Under Repair, they can
request that the Committee
declares it to be GUR. If no
Committee member is
available to make a decision
within a reasonable time, in
stroke play, the player can play
two balls in accordance with
Rule 20.1c and the Committee
can then decide which ball
should count if they believe
that free relief was appropriate.
Chris Wallace,
R&A Rules manager
You might drop
in to a better lie
from here

This is not an
automatic free
relief scenario

My course has planted

Q some staked trees

from which you are
allowed a free drop if they
interfere with your swing.
However, my regular playing
partner says I can’t drop in a

position that improves my lie
(i.e., shorter grass than where
the ball was originally lying). I
think I can as I am taking a
club-length not nearer the
hole after finding my closest
point of relief. Surely the
length of grass has no bearing
on where I drop? Am I right?
mm66, GM website forum
When taking relief

A from a staked tree as

described, the player
is permitted to drop away
from the tree, and if they
receive a better lie, area of
intended swing or line of play
in taking relief under Rule 16.1,
this is simply the player’s good
fortune. There is nothing in
Rule 16.1 that requires a player
to maintain identical or similar
conditions after relief is taken,
so it would simply be one of
golf’s good breaks.
Chris Wallace,
R&A Rules manager
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By Chris Wallace

Out of bounds – Rule 18
It’s almost guaranteed that
nearly every golf course will
have some form of external
out of bounds (OOB), and
some will even have internal
OOB, perhaps on a dogleg
where a direct route to the
green could present a safety
hazard to golfers on another
hole. In either instance, if your
ball comes to rest beyond the
boundaries of the course, even
if only by a millimetre, you are
not allowed to play it, whether
or not the ball itself is sitting in
a perfectly playable spot.
The difference between
being OOB or not can
sometimes be a mere hair’s
breadth, so where is the
cut-off point? Well, OOB can be
defined in a number of ways,
most commonly by stakes or
lines on the ground, which are
usually white.
But it can also be defined by
fences, walls, railings, ditches,
or other similar features, so it’s
important to know the point at
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which the course ends. Where
a boundary is defined by white
stakes or a fence, the OOB line
is the nearest inside points at
ground level of the stakes or
fence posts. Your ball is in
bounds even if only a small
part of it overlaps the course

line itself is OOB, but if any part
of the ball is lying on the
course side of the line, then it
is still in bounds.
If your ball is found OOB, you
must proceed under stroke
and distance (Rule 18.2b) by
adding one penalty stroke and
playing the original ball or
another ball from where the
previous stroke was made.
This is why it is always a good
idea to play a provisional ball
if you suspect your ball may
have strayed OOB, as it will
save you time and a
potentially long walk back.
It’s also important to know
that objects such as stakes
that are used to define OOB
are deemed to be fixed and
you are not allowed to move
them to make it easier to play
your next shot. However, if you
do remove a boundary object,
but then realise your error, you
will not be penalised if you put
it back to its original position
before you play your shot.
Finally, it’s also worth
There can be a
fine line between knowing that you are allowed
to stand OOB to play a ball
in and out of
bounds at times lying in bounds.

“IF YOUR BALL IS OOB YOU
MUST PROCEED UNDER
STROKE AND DISTANCE”
side of the boundary line,
meaning that if any part of the
ball still touches the course,
the ball is still in bounds.
It can sometimes be hard to
decide if a ball is in or out with
the naked eye, so some
Referees will carry a piece of
string around with them to
assist with those close calls, as
Justin Rose is demonstrating
here. When OOB is marked by
a white line on the ground, the

Photography: Kenny Smith – shot on location at The Gleneagles Hotel, Perth & Kinross

Test your knowledge
3 In stroke play, Jezz’s ball lies in a red penalty
area. Before making his next stroke, he removes
loose impediments from around his ball. What
is the ruling?
A There is no penalty.
B Jezz gets one penalty stroke.
C Jezz gets the general penalty (two strokes).

1 In stroke play, before teeing off on the 6th hole,
Jezz realises he has 15 clubs in his bag. He
removes a wedge and plays. What is the ruling?
A Jezz gets one penalty stroke.
B Jezz gets the general penalty (two strokes).
C Jezz gets a four-stroke penalty.
4. In stroke play, Fergus’ ball is plugged in a
bunker so he uses his club to search for it in the
deep sand before finding it. What is the ruling?
A There is no penalty, and Fergus must
re-create the original lie.
B Fergus gets the general penalty and must
play the ball as it lies.
C Fergus gets the general penalty, and must
re-create the original lie.

2 In stroke play, Fergus’ ball lies in a white-lined
area of GUR. He takes a free drop, but his stance
is still within the marked area when he plays.
What is the ruling?
A There is no penalty.
B Fergus gets one penalty stroke.
C Fergus gets the general penalty (two strokes).

Quiz answers
1. C - Under Rule 4.1b, the player gets the general penalty for each hole where a breach happened, with a maximum of four
penalty strokes in the round (adding two penalty strokes at each of the first two holes where a breach occurred). 2. C Under Rule 16.1, when taking relief, you must take complete relief from all interference by the abnormal course condition.
Failing to take full relief means that Fergus has played from a wrong place. 3. A - Under Rule 15.1, any loose natural object is
a loose impediment and may be removed anywhere on the golf course, including when in a penalty area. 4. A - Under
Rule 7.1, the player is permitted to move sand in fairly searching for the ball but must re-create the original lie in the sand.
They may, however, leave a small part of the ball visible if the ball had been covered by sand.

IN ASSOCIATION
WITH THE
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TaylorMade
P790 Iron £1,149
GM Verdict
The P790 has been an
incredibly successful franchise
for TaylorMade, appealing to a
very wide spectrum of abilities.
For 2021, the new version is
undoubtedly a step up in
aesthetics. It looks cleaner and
more blade-like from the back
and has a lighter finish,
especially on the hitting area,
which frames the ball even
better than the 2019 version.
The construction of the
head is very different, but the
make-up of the club remains
the same – the 7-iron loft is still
30.5˚. So it was interesting to
test both models in the same
shaft on the Full Swing Golf
simulator to capture some
performance data.
It told us that the new P790
offers up across-the-board
improvements. With a very
similar club speed, the 2021
P790 was nearly 2mph faster
off the face and launched just
over a degree higher. It also
produced a touch more spin

and a higher peak height,
resulting in two-yard-longer
carries on average with better
stopping power.
The dispersion in all
directions also stood out. The
7-iron we tested was
incredibly consistent. In fact,
the shortest shot we hit flew
172 yards and the longest 176
yards, demonstrating how
uniform the performance was
given we weren’t striking the
sweetspot every time.
The old P790 iron was
Looks
The forgiveness also
no slouch, and the
The face on
the new P790
helped mishit shots
gains with the new
appears
taller
than
the
hold their line.
model might
old
version
and
the
topline
The feel was
seem fairly
looks
thicker,
a
change
not
all
another standminor. But
golfers will necessarily enjoy,
out attribute. The
combined
especially lowernew P790 manages
together, they make
handicappers.
to feel faster but with a
for a more playable
slightly softer, quieter
and fun iron. The target
sound. Balls seem to melt on
market is broad, centring
to the face when struck
around the 8- to 18-handicap
properly and then spring off,
range, and there is scope to
while maintaining similar
mix it with other models in the
carry distances. In fact, it was
P-Series – P770 short-irons,
one of the most enjoyable
perhaps - although some loft
ball-striking experiences we’ve
tweaking may be required to
had because of how large the
create an even gap at the
sweetspot seemed to be.
split point.
The new P790 iron
(left) has a thicker
topline at address

The P790 iron
impressed out on
the course too
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Up Against

Flight
A higher
flight with a
touch more spin and
speed makes for a
stronger trajectory, but
without shots coming
into greens too
hot.

Titleist T200
£164 per club

A core-support design and
enhanced high-resilience
polymer core improve
off-centre speed.

The new version
has the thinnest
forged face in
P790 history

Mizuno MP20 HMB
£180 per club

In the long-irons, twin 12g
tungsten weights deliver
stability and an easy launch.
Also available as a 2-iron.

Key Technology
1 A new SpeedFoam Air material inside
the head is 69 per cent less dense to
provide an average of 3.5g in weight
savings per iron.
2 A thinner clubface promotes added
flexibility, fast ball speeds and distance,
while upholding a premium forged feel.
3 Heavier tungsten weighting, up to 31g in
each individual iron head, is positioned low
to deliver forgiveness. It’s assisted by the
Thru-Slot Speed Pocket to boost
performance on low-face strikes.

True Temper
Dynamic Gold
105 and 95
shafts come
as standard

Cobra King Forged Tec
£899 (seven clubs)

The cavity has a tungsten
weight and is infused with
energising foam microspheres
that fine-tune acoustics.

“SHOTS OUT OF THE MIDDLE
FEEL LIKE THEY MELT ON TO
THE FACE AND THEN SPRING OFF.
IT’S AN AWESOME EXPERIENCE”
Joel Tadman, GM technical editor
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Srixon Q-Star Tour
Divide Ball £34.99 a dozen
GM Verdict
Its bright colours are what you
first notice. Fluorescent
yellowy-green with blue, red or
orange, it is as far removed
from the traditional all-white
golf ball as you can imagine!
Just as with those two-toned
Ping balls of old, we get the
idea behind this product. You
can set up the ball on the
green to visually divide the
hemispheres down the middle
and provide an effective
alignment tool. Then, when you
make your stroke, you get an
idea of how well you’re rolling it.
The more off-kilter the roll, the
more the colours will wobble.
Putt it on a perfectly straight
path, and all you’ll see are the
two colours staying divided, as
the seam line runs 360˚ around
the ball’s circumference.
It works for chip shots, too,
according to Srixon, which
seems a little far-fetched as

changes to your
chipping technique.
The ball is still the popular
Q-Star Tour model, so it
performs wonderfully in all
areas of the game. Its premium
urethane cover adds spin for
plenty of greenside control. We
had no problem maxing out
tee-shot distance in our
on-course testing and it gives
The Divide was off a satisfying impact feel on
more effective full-swing shots that lets you
than a single line know you’ve middled it.
At first, the visual ‘noise’
out on the course you have to
seems like something extra to
play the ball as it lies - you
think about when you’re teeing
can’t move it for your chip
it up or lining up a putt. But by
shots to make the two-tone
about the 5th hole, you tend
Looks
The
bright
effect work. But during
to just forget about the
colours
and
practice, aligning the
aesthetics and instead
divided
design
won’t
divide parallel to the
focus on your shots.
suit traditionalists, but you
clubface will allow
It could be just the
get used to it quickly and it is
you to see how
answer you’re
actually a very effective
much sidespin or
looking
for
practice and
feedback
backspin you are
on the greens.
tool.
generating more clearly,
which could help to inform

Key Technology
1 A new thermoplastic urethane cover has
been infused, rather than painted, with
bright pigments to deliver a high-contrast,
matte finish.
2 The Divide’s unique two-tone cover
construction provides 360˚ putting
alignment assistance, while
every shot will produce a
strobe effect to help show
off the speed and
direction of spin.
3 It features the same
FastLayer Core and 338
Speed Dimple Pattern
found on the classic
Q-Star Tour model for
speed, distance and control.
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Puma Proadapt
Alphacat Shoe £120
Styling
We love the
contrasting grey
colours, the shock of
orange on the outsole and
the faux-mesh pattern
across the entire
upper.

GM Verdict
Puma’s recent shoe range
has impressed, combining
fashion-forward designs with
comfort and versatility.
The Proadapt Alphacat is
Puma’s newest spikeless
offering and one that aims to
build on the Puma ethos of
energy and innovation. It’s a
great addition to the brand’s
large family of spikeless shoes.
The first thing you notice
about this shoe is the styling. It
has an athletic look and feel to
it, more akin to a running shoe
than a golf shoe. But this
arguably makes it more
versatile and appealing.
The Alphacat cuts a fine
figure in the other two
colourways too, with the grey
and black versions boasting
similarly sharp contrasts.
The highlight of the shoe in
terms of performance is the
support it provides around the
ankle. Once your foot is in the
shoe, it feels locked in place,

The stylish Proadapt
Alphacat impressed
out on the course

giving you the
ability to swing
confidently on
awkward lies
without the
feeling that your
foot might move.
The Alphacat
also has a snug but comfy feel
around the ankle, making it
one of the most robust
spikeless shoes we’ve tested
this year. The grip also
impressed. Even when the
ground was slightly damp, we
had a solid footing when
going after a shot.
The only place where
comfort is lacking is in the
uppers where the material is
quite firm. It began to soften
up after a few rounds, but at
this price you might expect a
more supple feel on this part
of the shoe. We’d also highly
recommend getting them half

a size up, as they come up a
little short around the toe area.
In summary, this is an
excellent spikeless shoe that
not only excels in all-round
grip and support around the
ankle for your swing, but also
performs well as a walking
shoe to keep a spring in your
step all the way to the final
green. At this price, there is lots
of value to be had here.

Key Technology
1 Puma’s Adapt foam is made from EVA
cushioning and an impact-resistant polymer
to deliver comfort, energy return, and a solid
ground feel.
2 The outsole features an abrasion-resistant
TPU perimeter that creates stability and
traction on soft surfaces, while the central
Crystal Rubber unit provides extra grip.
3 The upper is an Exo Shell featuring an
engendered mesh with a TPU film that
provides structure and waterproofing.
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TaylorMade TP
Hydro Blast Bandon 3
Putter £199
We holed out well
from short range
with the Bandon 3

GM Verdict
Forgiving mallets have long
formed the backbone of
TaylorMade’s putter offerings
but the new TP Hydro Blast
range looks to offer golfers
more visual choice in terms
of head shape.
There are seven in all, one of
which is the Bandon 3. This
model has a short-neck hosel,
which provides a little more
toe-hang than the plumber’s
neck found on the Bandon 1. As
a blade user, we preferred this.
The sandstone finish on the
head is absolutely stunning. For
something that looks so raw, it
still manages to appear both
elegant and premium, though
it does reflect the sun more
than we would have liked when
putting in certain directions.
Off the face, it feels solid and
offers a surprisingly firm feel
and loud sound at impact
given the deep grooves on the
face insert, which help the ball
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to hug the ground early in its
roll. This remained consistent
across the face, with enough
speed imparted on even short,
controlled strokes to still get
the ball to the hole.
The Bandon 3 provides a feel
close to that of a blade in
terms of how it releases, but
with the forgiveness of a mallet
– a combination that we really
enjoyed. As a result, we were
particularly prolific from short
range but we also holed a
surprising number of ten- to
15-footers, which was great.
The stock Lamkin Sink Fit
Skinny grip fitted our hands

Looks
Alignment
assistance from the
short sightline is limited,
but the wing-shaped design
frames the ball well and it
sits absolutely flush
to the ground.

comfortably and provides a
firm but tacky feel, which
enhanced our control of both
pace and putterface. A
SuperStroke Pistol GTR 1.0 is
available as a custom option if
you prefer a thicker size.
Forgiveness levels weren’t
quite up there with the Spider
EX but this putter performs on
all lengths of putt with a more
refined look. It’s no wonder
TaylorMade’s Tour players have
started to put it in play.

Key Technology
1 The new Hydro Blast finish that provides a
rich, premium and cohesive look is achieved
by applying a high-pressure stream of water
to 303 stainless steel.
2 The white Pure Roll insert features grooves at
a downward 45˚ angle to optimise roll by
encouraging more topspin.
3 The Bandon head has a tour-inspired double
wing design that helps to frame the ball at
address and promotes forgiveness.

Yonex Ezone
Elite 3.0 Iron

Scotty Cameron
Phantom X 11.5 Putter

Big Max
Aqua Sport 3 Cart Bag

This iron performs like a modern
game-improvement iron should do,
while maintaining the traditional
appearance golfers crave. It feels
fast off the face, with the excellent
graphite shaft helping with timing,
speed and launch for power-limited
players. It is, however, very
expensive, which is an unfortunate
barrier given its performance.

This compact mallet shape is
proving popular on tour and it’s no
wonder given how great this putter
looks and performs. The white
sightline stands out vividly against
the black section to aid alignment.
Off the face, it feels firm and rolls the
ball smoothly and with consistency
– we were particularly prolific from
short and mid range. Hard to fault.

For something that looks a touch
heavy and cumbersome, it is, in fact,
neither. It weighs just 2.4kg, which is
surprising given the nine spacious
pockets dotted around. The grab
handle makes it easy to manoeuvre
and the waterproof protection has
been called upon many times
already, with our clubs and other
belongings emerging bone-dry.

£330 per club

£389

£239.99

Skechers Go Golf
Max Sport Shoe

Galvin Green
Marcus Polo Shirt

Callaway Women’s Big
Bertha Reva Iron

This spikeless shoe is incredibly
lightweight, which means it barely
leaves an impression on your foot.
We certainly felt less fatigued after
18 holes than normal. The Goga Max
insole is one of the softest we’ve ever
tried, but the upper is only waterrepellent, which means it isn’t a shoe
you can wear all year round. Perfect
for those warm, dry days, though.

Gone are the days of heavy,
restrictive golf shirts and Galvin
Green’s Marcus is a classic example
of the modern polo. No matter how
much you sweat, it makes light work
of it. Moisture quickly vanishes,
keeping you feeling fresh and
comfortable. It looks the part and is
also very stretchy, so you needn’t
worry about it impeding your swing.

We love the look of the electric blue.
The noticeably wider sole won’t
appeal to everyone, but the large,
offset head can’t help but fill you
with confidence at address. For
women with a slow-to-moderate
swing speed, this iron will give them
the confidence to easily pop the ball
up into the air with pleasing
accuracy and distance.

£79

£79

£1,149
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ASK OUR
EXPERT
Does lie angle really
make that much of
a difference?
Shaun Stevens, via email
Lie angle is huge,
especially in irons,
because of the effect it
has on strike and also
the resulting direction
of your shots. There’s a
reason why tour pros
get them checked
regularly! There’s no
industry standard for
lie angle, though, so
don’t assume you will
always need the same.
It may also need to
change if you start
setting up or swinging
differently via lessons,
causing a change in
the way the shaft
deflects at impact.
Tyrrell Hatton
has a 7-wood
in his bag

Joel Tadman on...

The SIK Golf putter
fitting experience

The putter brand used by Bryson
DeChambeau is looking to make a
splash in Europe with the opening of
its National Performance Studio at
Silvermere in Surrey. I went along to
see what the fitting experience was
like. In short, it was mind-blowing!
I arrived with an idea as to the
right style of putter for me, but that
was flipped on its head after talking
with fitter, Collin, about the
intricacies of putter design. He was
using the Quintic system to quantify
the performance and, while my
own Evnroll ER2v fared okay, the

What club should I
consider adding?
Ryan Jones, Twitter
I would say a 5-wood
or 7-wood in place of
your hybrid(s). Most
golfers go straight
from their 3-wood into
a hybrid, when a
5-wood provides a bit
more speed, launch
and margin for error in
the strike. Many golfers
also find that higherlofted fairway woods
are easier to hit out of
thicker rough too, so
that extra versatility is
also a factor.
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Joel can’t wait to try his
new custom-fit SIK putter

amber readings showed there was
room for improvement. I’ve recently
acquired a soft spot for the wide
blade, which SIK offers via its Double
Wide 2.0 C model. But to determine
which sightline to choose (full
length on the flange or short on the
front) we needed to do an eye
dominance test. It seems I’m righteye dominant, which means the
longer sightline should work best.
The adjustable shaft/hosel
system meant I was able to try
different set-ups, and while the
short-slant hosel did okay, it was by
switching to a face-balanced
double-bend shaft that my putting
became almost robotic (the blue
and green readings proved this!).
My sidespin reduced and I achieved
a more consistent launch angle,
something SIK believes is the holy
grail. I went away with so much
more confidence and a putter
designed for my stroke. I would
thoroughly recommend it!

HEAD TO
HEAD

Callaway Mack
Daddy CB £119

Cleveland CBX Full
Face £139

Lofts: 46˚-60˚
Grinds: Two (full sole and W-Grind)

Lofts: 56˚, 58˚, 60˚, 64˚
Grinds: One (C-sole)
Looks

9~8

Boasts a light chrome finish, which will likely
match better with most golfers’ irons. It’s a little
more rounded in shape so you can see a bit
more of the face at address.
A hint of softness. Certainly not firm or clicky,
but provides a more solid sensation than the
smoothness and short sound of a muscleback.
The stability on full shots is noticeable.

Feel/sound

8~8
Performance

The CBX Full Face looks a little larger and more
triangular in shape through being narrower in
the heel section. It also has a much longer hosel
and ferrule, as well as a dark finish.
Near enough identical to the Mack Daddy CB –
very stable and consistently so over a wide
area, while providing enough feel and feedback
at impact to gauge strike quality.

8~8

Plenty of zip on well-struck chips around the
green, even on open-faced shots where more
of a glancing blow is imparted. Provides good
control out of clean lies in bunkers, too.

The low flight on short pitches is an indicator
that friction levels are high and, sure enough,
the ball really stands to attention after the
second or third bounce from the short grass.

Versatility

There are two soles, but you can’t choose
between them as they are loft-specific. The
W-Grind on the 56˚ is wide and, while there is a
hint of heel relief, you wouldn’t want to
manipulate the face angle too much.

7~8

The CBX Full Face has a much more
pronounced grind that means the wide sole
plays much narrower than the Mack Daddy
CB’s. You can open it up and it still provides
ample margin for error in the strike.

Overall appeal

The greater loft range makes this more
appealing for golfers seeking a forgiving wedge
set. The lack of versatility isn’t a big concern
given the target player isn’t usually looking to
be overly creative around the greens.

41

9~8
Totals/50

Only four lofts available, but arguably enough
for golfers to have two chipping options in the
bag and something else more iron-like as a
gap wedge. A bit more versatile while still
providing excellent spin control.

40
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EQUIPMENT
GROUP TEST
By Joel Tadman

Best 2021 putters

T

he putter is the
club you’ll use the
most during every
round so it really
pays to have one
that works with your stroke
tendencies, feels comfortable
in your hands and suits your
eye. To help you find your
perfect match, we tested 15 of
the latest ranges on the
stunning Tavistock shortgame area at Woburn Golf
Club with Titleist Pro V1x golf
balls. Here are our key findings.
Looks
The appearance of a putter is
an incredibly subjective
matter but it needs to provide
effective alignment assistance
for you and ideally look good
in your bag too. This is why the
Scotty Cameron Phantom X
11.5 is our top pick – it has a
premium, elegant finish and a
long white sightline that
contrasts sharply with the
black section it sits on to
vividly highlight aim. We also
found the Odyssey 2-Ball Ten

We assessed
the pros and
cons of 15 of
the latest
putter ranges

very easy to align and loved
the rich blue finish on the
Mizuno M.Craft IV.
GM pick: Scotty Cameron
Phantom X 11.5

Feel/sound
Noticeably firm-feeling putters
(with a louder sound) were the
TaylorMade TP Hydro Blast
models, the Phantom X 11.5 and
both the new
Cobra ranges.
At the other
end of the
spectrum, the
Ping 2021 and
Bettinardi
Studio Stock
Joel Tadman, GM technical editor

“TRIAL AND ERROR IS THE BEST
WAY TO FIND THE STYLE OF PUTTER
THAT WORKS BEST FOR YOU”
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putters offered up a very soft
feel at impact. For most, the
sweetspot in terms of feel and
sound will sit somewhere in
the middle and best of the
bunch for us was the Odyssey
White Hot OG Rossie putter. It
provides a gentle ‘pop’ sound
at impact with good speed,
and performed consistently
across the face, making for a
very pleasant user experience.
GM pick: Odyssey White Hot
OG Rossie
Performance
We tried to hit similar lengths
and breaks of putt with each
putter to understand which

Bettinardi Cleveland Cobra King Cobra King Evnroll
Studio
Frontline 3D Printed Vintage Midlock
Stock
RRP
Loft
Models

£399
3˚
7

£179
3˚
13

Evnroll MacGregor Mizuno
V Series Mactec X M.Craft

Odyssey Odyssey
Ten
White Hot
OG

Ping
2021

Scotty
SIK Golf TaylorMade TaylorMade
Cameron
Spider TP Hydro
Phantom X
Blast

£349 £199 £399 £369 £59.99 £249 £299 £269 £250 £389 £399 £299 £199
1-4˚ 1-4˚
4˚
2˚
3˚
4˚
3˚
3˚
3˚
3.5˚
2˚
3˚
3˚
3
4
4
6
4
6
12
7
12
12
8
20
7

Forgiveness
All the mallets on test were
very stable on off-centre
contact, notably the
TaylorMade Spider EX,
Phantom X 11.5, Ping 2021 Fetch
and Odyssey 2-Ball Ten. But the
Cobra King 3D Printed Agera
was in a class of its own. Such
was the stability, you barely
felt anything through your
hands when you missed the
middle, and the length of the
roll-out was very consistent.
GM pick: Cobra King 3D
Printed Agera
Value
The MacGregor Mactec X 004
rolled the ball nicely with a firm
but solid feel and an inviting
look at address. The Cleveland
Frontline range has some new
shapes this year that offer a
little more feel for under £200.
But we feel that TaylorMade’s
TP Hydro Blast Bandon 3 offers
the best value because of how
it looks and how well the ball
hugs the ground after impact.
GM pick: TaylorMade TP Hydro
Blast Bandon 3

models, for whatever reason,
performed the best for us. The
adjustable shaft/hosel design
of the SIK Golf range allowed
us to switch into different neck
designs on each putter to suit
our stroke, which is something
golfers wanting to get properly
fitted will benefit from.
The Phantom X 11.5 was very
impressive, producing
consistent roll-out and start
lines to help us hole more than
our fair share of short- and
mid-range efforts. We holed
out noticeably well from inside
12ft with the Mizuno M.Craft IV
(13 putts in a row!) helped by
its wide blade-style design
and long sightline. But it was

the Evnroll ER2v that was the
most prolific in our hands. It
has quite a soft feel, which
does require a committed
stroke. But the resulting putts
were scaring the hole from
long range and often going in
from anywhere within 20ft,
such was the consistency of
its performance, aided by
the excellent stock Tour Tac
midsize grip. An honourable
mention must go to the Evnroll
ER5v Midlock, an Armlock
option that felt more
comfortable than others
we’ve tried.
GM pick:
Evnroll ER2v

VERDICT

Any of these putter ranges would
serve you well if you get the
model within them that best suits
your eye and stroke. But certain
models stood out, in particular
the Mizuno M.Craft IV and Scotty
Cameron Phantom X 11.5. Overall,
though, our top pick would be the
Evnroll ER2v. It has a premium look
and feel and delivers uniform
performance that makes longer
putts seem easier to judge.
Shorter putts fell in more often
than not, too, which boosted
confidence and triggered a
domino effect that we took to the
course in the first medal of the
year and required just 26 putts!
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EQUIPMENT
BUYERS’ GUIDE
By Joel Tadman

The Callaway Apex 21 hybrid (£249)
has AI-designed Jailbreak blades that
maximise ball speed and distance

TaylorMade’s
SIM2 Max
Rescue (£229)
has a V Steel
sole for added
speed and
launch

Titleist’s T200 (£239) is the
compact utility iron option
for the better player in 2021

The new TaylorMade P790 UDI
(£229) has lighter SpeedFoam
Air inside to save weight

Hybrids/Utility Irons
It’s the slot between fairway
wood and longest iron that
arguably offers the most options
from which to choose, and this
can create confusion. Do you
want a utility iron and, if so, a big
one or a small one? Or, would a
hybrid (or two?) be more
playable in the long run?
What suits your eye and feels
most comfortable is important,
but hybrids will be slightly easier
to hit than utility irons and also
provide more stopping power
into greens because of the
higher flight they tend to offer.

Many golfers use a utility iron
for tight tee shots, with the ball
chasing more on landing and
the extra workability promoting
a certain shot shape. A hybrid’s
ball flight is usually higher and
straighter – ideal for approach
shots – but the extra carry
distance also makes them a
viable option off the tee.
If you’re unsure, try one of
each in a similar loft and see
which ball flight most suits your
course and style of play. Here,
we showcase some of the
latest models.

Top buying tips
1 An adjustable hybrid increases longevity
should you change your swing and you can
also tweak it to suit certain conditions.
2 Utility irons generally suit lower, more running
shots and are therefore a better option off
the tee and in windy conditions.
3 Make sure the loft of your hybrid (or hybrids)
fits evenly between your longest iron and
shortest fairway wood.

“I ALWAYS PREFERRED THE LOOK OF A UTILITY
IRON, BUT OVER TIME, AND WITH THE HELP OF MY
ARCCOS DATA, I REALISED MY SHOT PATTERN
WITH A HYBRID WAS MUCH TIGHTER”
Joel Tadman, GM technical editor

Honma GS £249
A crank slot in the sole reduces
distance loss on off-centre
hits, while repositioned weight
increases the draw bias on
offer to help slicers.

Titleist TSi3 £245
Designed with a compact,
iron-like profile, it has a SureFit
CG Track system to move
weight from the neutral
setting towards the toe or heel.

TaylorMade SIM2 £259
Boasts a compact player’s
shape, a new leading-edge
design and sole geometry for
forgiveness. Lofts can be
adjusted by +/- 1.5˚.

Titleist U505 £239
The Max Impact 2.0 core
support design and use of
denser tungsten weighting in
strategic locations improves
ball speed and forgiveness.

Wilson Staff D9 £159
Variable Face technology
delivers high ball speeds and
launch angles, regardless of
strike. A maraging steel insert
helps boost distance.

BEST FOR
WORKABILITY

Callaway Apex 21 Pro £249
Small and iron-like to provide
workability for the better
player, it boasts a forged 455
High Strength Face Cup for
strength and spin consistency.

Cobra King Tec £239
Features an adjustable-loft
system with eight settings and
three adjustable weights (two
12g and one 2g) to manipulate
the ball flight.

BEST UTILITY
IRONS

BEST FOR
FORGIVENESS

BEST FOR
ADJUSTABILITY

TaylorMade SIM DHY £229
Features a hollow body and
forged C300 steel face insert.
It’s filled with a lighter Speed
Foam so the TPS port in the
sole can further enhance CG.

Ping G425 £249
A tungsten sole weight
strategically positioned in
each club increases the MOI in
the stainless steel heads for
added forgiveness.

Srixon ZX £229
A stepped crown lowers the
centre of gravity, optimising
launch and forgiveness. Its
squared-off toe creates a
pleasing look at address.

Mizuno CLK £199
The Dual Wave sole and wider
profile aid a higher flight and
steeper landing angle. Quick
Switch adjustability allows for
lofts of 14-27˚ across the range.

Srixon ZX U £209
Smaller and more compact
than previous generations, it
delivers a more blade-like
address profile that will blend
seamlessly with any set.
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The Ultimate
Golf Challenge

Three golfers took on the task of avoiding a threeputt, lost ball and double-bogey over 36 holes with
the help of Skechers’ latest Go Golf footwear
he three-putt,
lost ball and
double-bogey
are three of
the most
destructive
occurrences
in a round of
golf. As such,
in creating the
ultimate golf challenge, Golf
Monthly assembled a team of
three to try and play 36 holes
at the stunning but daunting
JCB Golf and Country Club
without making a single one.
To help them on their way,
they were kitted out by
Skechers with some of the
leading models from its 2021
Go Golf shoe range, well
known for the out-of-the-box
comfort on offer.
Technical editor Joel
Tadman (5 hcp) and staff
writer Dan Parker (8 hcp) were
tasked with not losing a ball
and not three-putting
104

Joel taking on

Joel was in the
respectively, while +1
the signature 17th
at JCB as Dan and
Skechers Go Golf Pro 4
handicapper and GM
Greg
watch
on
Legacy
for his first 18
reader Greg Shelton
holes, another spiked pair
was tasked with not
in the Skechers range.
making a double-bogey.
“There’s no wearing in to be done with these
It was going to be difficult, but
shoes,” he said. “Some leather shoes can take a
the weather was set fair and
while to soften, but the feeling is immediate here.”
spirits were high.
“As for my strategy in trying to avoid a lost
Greg had the worst possible
ball, it’s to play well away from all the penalty
start in his Go Golf Torque Pro
areas and boundary fences. The rough isn’t too
shoes by finding the penalty
thick here, so I’m confident I can keep it in play.”
area off the first tee! But after
Joel’s strategy paid off for the first 18 holes of
scrambling a bogey, he was
the challenge, and he returned to the clubhouse
buoyed by the opportunity
and how his new pair of shoes with the same golf ball he started with.
“There were a few close calls on a couple of
felt from the off.
holes, but we found it and I got round in under
“It’s a big, grown-up golf
course we’re playing today so I my handicap, which I’m delighted about. The
shoes definitely helped me. While they’re quite
think there will be one or two
soft underfoot, they give a good spring to my
nervous moments out there,
but I’m looking forward to it. I’ll
play conservatively and
hopefully avoid the trouble
from now on,” he said.
“The shoes are like putting
on an old pair of slippers.
They’re really comfortable and
I’m a fan of the looks, too.”

“The shoes are like
putting on an old
pair of slippers”

GM PROMOTION
In association with

A quick change at

halfway to try more
the Go Golf Elite
step, which
of Skechers’ range
Tour SL.
reduced fatigue
Greg, who
towards the end of
played solidly
the round.”
once again, kept
For Dan, who
had the unenviable task of not the costly double-bogey off his
card thanks to a tight short
three-putting for 36 holes, his
game and solid tactics.
strategy was to avoid the
There was a nervy moment
wrong parts of the undulating
on the 13th hole, but an
greens at JCB.
excellent two-putt from 40ft
“I’m happy to miss greens
and chip on. The key is to avoid tidied up the bogey.
“My shoes were tremendous
leaving my ball on the wrong
for my second round.
level of the greens. They are
very steep but also fast so can Considering they just came
out of the box today, I’ve had
be tricky to judge,” he said.
no aching or pinch points
Dan’s first 18 holes were in
the Skechers Go Golf Max Sport whatsoever, which is
something I’d be expecting
and the challenge was going
after walking 36 holes,” he said.
fairly smoothly on JCB’s very
Dan, who had already
tricky green complexes.
succumbed to a three-putt,
However, towards the end of
was going along tidily on the
the first round, a four-foot
greens until an unforced error
second putt frustratingly
at the signature 17th led to
lipped out.
another three-jab.
“It’s expected for me to
“Missing that two-footer is
three-putt at least once a
going to hurt for a while,” he
round, so I’ll take it. I’m gutted,
but the shoes really impressed said. “As for the shoes, I’m
impressed again with the grip.
me, especially the grip. I’d
I’d personally have worn a
often be a bit wary about
wearing spikeless shoes on a
day where the course is damp
from overnight rain, but these
were surprisingly grippy.”
For round two, Joel and Dan
changed into the Go Golf Elite
V4, while Greg changed into

spiked pair today with how wet the
ground is, but these stood up to
the test very well.”
Joel, who was still yet to lose a
ball as he approached the 35th
hole of the day, brought some
drama to the proceedings with a
hooked 4-iron off the signature
17th tee that looked destined for a
watery grave. But to everyone’s
surprise, the ball was dry. After
making bogey there and another
on the last, Joel had successfully
completed the challenge.
“I couldn’t be happier with
keeping the same ball for 36 holes
at such a tough course. As for the
shoes, I like the low-profile feel
and the padding around the ankle
for support. The neutral styling
adds to the versatility too,” he said.
For Joel and Greg, it was a very successful 36
holes at JCB. For Dan, a couple of mistakes cost
him the chance to go the distance without a
three-putt, but Skechers’ Go Golf shoes helped
all three give it their best shot.

Final thoughts
Go Golf Max Sport £80
A very lightweight and flexible spikeless
shoe with casual, versatile styling. It’s ideal
for dry summer days and great value.
Go Golf Pro 4 Legacy £125
A light, cleated shoe that combines good
grip with soft, long-lasting comfort via the
cushioning underfoot and at the ankle.
Go Golf Elite V4 £100
An excellent all-rounder for the price. The
grip isn’t to the level of the Elite Tour SL, but
we love the bright green colour pops.
Go Golf Torque Pro £100
It feels and performs similarly to the Pro 4
Legacy, but in a sportier package for
golfers who want a more athletic look.
Go Golf Elite Tour SL £120
A spikeless shoe with a fairly traditional
appearance from the leather upper, but
still with comfort straight out of the box.

From left to right:
The Skechers Go Golf Max Sport,
Pro 4 Legacy, Elite V4, Torque Pro
and Elite Tour SL shoes
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Macreddin
Words and photography: Kevin Markham

reland’s 40 shades of green are on full
display at Macreddin. County Wicklow is
known as the Garden of Ireland, and the
beauty of this valley golf course and its
surroundings emphasises that at every
turn. Macreddin was designed by Paul
McGinley and opened in 2008 to become
one of the glittering new wave of Irish
parkland courses.
It oozes style and shape as fairways tumble
through pine forests and between corridors of
gorse. Water makes fleeting appearances on

the front nine but plays a much bigger role on
the back, where a river hustles low for four holes
before presenting a real threat on the 18th.

Woodland and gorse

There are so many good holes here and variety
abounds, with the par-5 2nd really kicking
things off. From a high tee the fairway glides to
the right between deep pines. The green sits up,
under more pines, and promises both a pretty
and peaceful approach shot. It is a perfect
example of Macreddin’s woodland holes.

MUST PLAY

The next par 5, the 8th, is an example of
this parkland’s gorse-laced holes, showing
off the strong hillside shapes and mounding
which define McGinley’s design. There are
big greens often perched above steep
banks and there are doglegs aplenty.
Accuracy is therefore key.
The holes that shine on the front nine are
the 2nd, the 4th (which promises the
steepest drop of any par 3 in Ireland), and
the enchanting, pine-laced 6th.

Back-nine strength

It’s safe to say that the back nine, starting as
early as the signature stroke-index-one 12th,

ESSENTIALS
Address:
Macreddin
Village, Aughrim,
County Wicklow
Stats: par 72,
6,492 yards
GF: round
€40wd, €50we

delivers a furious finish. While the front nine
typically slide across the valley side, holes
now go every which way, through woods
and gorse, up and down the hillside and
over the river. It’s a strategic test and not for
the faint of heart.
Macreddin is a big golf course and an
adrenaline rush, so if you are not fighting
fit, it’s worth considering taking a buggy
round. There are two long green-to-tee
walks and some climbs on the back nine
can add considerably to this course’s
challenges. In what might be a quirk of
McGinley’s humour, the 18th is the only
level hole here.
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ASK THE
E X P E R TS
We all know what we
like in a golf hole, but
what are your least
favourite design
features?
Hilary Smith, Gateshead
While I love a downhill
par 3, such as the
punchbowl 5th at
Mannings Heath in
Sussex, where you can
see the extent of the
challenge, I’m not a fan
of steeply uphill par 3s.
you can’t see anything
so don’t even get the
pleasure of watching a
good shot go close.
I also don’t like it
when the longest par 4
on the course also has
the smallest or most
difficult green, as surely
length is challenge
enough on such holes?
Par 5s with forced
lay-ups due to cross
rough or an excessively
early dogleg also get
the thumbs down as
they make the hole
Mannings Heath’s 5th

Jeremy Ellwood on...

Staying and
playing in the UK

A visit to Belton Woods in
Lincolnshire shortly after hotels
re-opened for leisure guests
reminded me anew of the
pleasures of staying and playing at
a golf hotel.
We’re blessed with a high number
of stay-and-play options in the UK,
from five-star resorts to the more
humble dormy house, but wherever
it is, there’s something exciting
about parking up and not having to
drive again for a while. This allows a
slightly more relaxed approach to
post-round drinks, of course, but
more than that, it’s a chance to
immerse yourself in a golf-mad
environment for a couple of days.
One of the beauties of Belton
Woods is its two contrasting

one-dimensional,
rather than allowing
players to adopt
different strategies.
Finally, thick rough in
among the trees is a
real no-no as it’s an
unnecessary double
punishment, although I
guess that’s more down
to course maintenance.
If you have a courserelated question for
Rob & Jeremy, please
email golfmonthly@
futurenet.com
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The water-strewn
18th at Belton Woods

courses that will challenge you
without being too demanding
– perfect for visiting groups. The
Woods course plays around the
perimeter of the property with more
changes in elevation, while the
Lakes course, not surprisingly, has a
number of water features, including
a large pond just short of the green
on the par-5 18th.
No one likes hitting balls into the
water, of course, but as long as no
one individual is suffering too much,
the odd splash adds to the
experience on any golf trip. The
green on this closing hole sits close
to a large terrace packed with
keenly curious golfers who have
just done battle with that same
expanse of water, whether
successfully or otherwise.
Over dinner, the Stantons Brasserie
restaurant was buzzing with chat
from groups of golfers starved of
away trips for several months, with
tales of water woes and success
stories doing the rounds. Even
though I was travelling alone, it was
a pleasure to eavesdrop on others
delighted to be back out on golf’s
stay-and-play trail.

MY CLUB

Steve Ashford
Welwyn Garden
City Golf Club

Harry Colt designed
the course at Stockport

Rob Smith’s diary

Golfing oases
everywhere
With overnighters taboo earlier in the
year, it came as a welcome relief
finally to be able to travel a little
further for golf. Early trips were mainly
Golf Monthly-related, but I also
managed an off-duty visit to Cheshire
with a handful of friends from my
home club, Tandridge. We went to
visit a friend and fellow member who
has migrated there and played a
couple of courses new to me, the first
of which was The Mere. This tree-lined
James Braid design is perfectly
enjoyable and concludes with a
tumultuous four holes that will
thrill as many golfers as they
confound. For the record, I am
in the latter camp.
The following day, we
headed over to the excellent
Harry Colt design at Stockport.
This was a real find – a very

13

The number of clubs
in the UK&I to have
hosted the Ryder
Cup since its
inception in 1927.

strong, consistent and well-presented
layout with plenty of fine holes,
including a particularly memorable
trio of par 4s from the 13th. This struck
me as a very friendly club and when I
looked at the map I realised there are
many other high-calibre courses in
the area. I am already looking forward
to going back for more.
Did you know? The driving range at
The Mere is actually a picturesque
lake where you get to use floating
golf balls.
The closing hole
at The Mere

4

Times The Belfry
hosted the Ryder Cup
from 1985 to 2002, the
only course to have
staged it more
than twice.

What are Welwyn
Garden City’s biggest
claims to fame?
Sir Nick Faldo started
his playing career at
Welwyn Garden City
Golf Club and has
since been followed by
two-time European
Tour winner Tom Lewis,
who still retains his
membership. Most of
our members would
contend that we
probably have the
hardest opening hole
in Hertfordshire.
Why Welwyn rather
than other local clubs?
When I joined 28 years
ago, waiting lists were
still the thing and I had
to bide my time for five
years before getting in.
But I knew a few
members and knew it
to be a friendly club
and a layout I was
unlikely to get tired of,
with plenty of
competitions and
casual group roll-ups.
What are your two
favourite holes on the
golf course?
The par-3 14th is the
club’s signature hole
but I prefer the 12th,
also a par 3, which
plays around 170-200
yards. It’s very tight
with a small green.
Then there is the par-5
17th at 601 yards – a
three-shotter for all but
the longest, with a
small, elevated green
plus a sharp run-off if
you miss left.

COURSES
ON TOUR

By Jeremy Ellwood

EAST KENT
Jeremy Ellwood samples some of the other golf on offer away from
this area’s three famous Open Championship links
North Foreland
North Foreland, in the far north-east corner of
Kent, boast two courses, with the Northcliffe a
fun par-3 18-holer where the longest hole is 126
yards. Don’t be fooled, though – it knows how to
defend itself with small, tricky greens and rough
to make you think. The main course, which plays
either side of a road, starts out with two short
par 4s, then works down to the cliffs on the
linksy-feeling par-3 5th. The dogleg-left 2nd is in
range if you can comfortably move it right to
left, though attack may not be wise.
The back nine feels a little more open overall,
as it too plays down towards the sea before
climbing back to the clubhouse twice. Both nines
have a strong finish; the front nine via two very
long par 4s and the back nine via a long, uphill
par 4 and a near 200-yard par 3. Some excellent
bunkering work has improved the visuals and
strategy of several holes in recent years.

The 12th on
North Foreland’s
main course

Par 71, 6,412 yards
GF: round: £75; day: £100wd; twilight: £40-£50.
Northcliffe par-3 course: £10
SHOWSTOPPER

GREAT VALUE

Whitstable & Seasalter

The 5th and 6th
share a green
at Whitstable
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This nine-holer, with its brand new clubhouse,
plays over a triangular wedge between railway
and beach huts close to Whitstable town
centre. There are five holes on the clubhouse
side of a raised footpath down to the beach
and four the other, including the long par-4 5th
and short par-3 6th, which share an intriguing
double green. The 1st is not a long par 4, but with
rough either side it can punch above its weight,
while the 4th is an attractive switchback par 3.
Par 66, 5,300 yards
GF (pm only): nine holes: £10; 18 holes: £20

Photography: Jason Livy, Jeremy Ellwood

The 4th green at Walmer

Walmer & Kingsdown

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE

One of relatively few courses
perched atop the famous
white cliffs, Walmer &
Kingsdown, with its often
square-shaped greens, was
founded in 1909. You head out
following the line of the cliffs,
although never that closely
due to the houses, before
getting the best views of the
English Channel on the
excellent par-4 7th. Two strong
par 5s follow, before the course
drops into a valley for a couple
of holes. It finishes well with the
testing par 4s at 15 and 16.

Stay
Pegwell Bay Hotel, Ramsgate
This three-star hotel, perched above
Pegwell and Sandwich Bays, offers
stay-and-play packages with North
Foreland GC about five miles away. It’s
set on the clifftops, offers a number of
sea-facing rooms and serves good
food in the Sir Stanley Gray pub across
the road, which hotel guests can
access via a tunnel beneath the road.
The balconies, with views over the bay,
are a great spot for drinks or breakfast.

Par 72, 6,471 yards
GF: round: £45wd, £55we;
twilight: £25-£30
VIEWS APLENTY

Where to go
If you’re seeking a bit of culture, then
Canterbury, with its towering cathedral
and ancient city walls, is a great place.
Chapman’s of Canterbury near
Westgate Towers is a fine seafood
restaurant serving locally sourced
produce, while Pork & Co. specialises in
free-range pulled pork, with many craft
beers and ciders also on tap.

Chestfield
Chestfield’s 15th-century clubhouse is an
absolute delight, with the club’s downland course
offering up fine views out to sea in places. From
the 2nd to the 4th, you’ll enjoy a big down-andup par 5, a testing par 4 and a very attractive
uphill par 3. The short par-4 9th plays uphill to a
tiny green and you’ll remember the 13th green,
too, if you stray above the hole! The par-4 15th,
which plunges down, will be a tempting prospect
for some in certain conditions.
Par 70, 6,255 yards
GF: round: £35; day: £50; twilight: £25
HIDDEN GEM

The hills play a big
role at Chestfield
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T H E

Duff House Royal
in Aberdeenshire
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While many of our most famous clubs enjoy
royal status, so too do some that are less well
known. Rob Smith takes a look…
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R

ROYAL
COURSES

oyal patronage has been granted at a
surprising number of clubs all over the world,
and its presence implies a status of prestige
and class that is for the most part well
deserved. There are, of course, very strong
royal links with many sports and activities,
royal theatres and towns and royal
connections with many charitable
organisations. The earliest patronage is
believed to be that of George II with the
Society of Antiquaries, formalised in 1751.
With regard to the sport we love, the first in a
long line of golf organisations to be awarded
this title was what is now officially known as the
Royal Perth Golfing Society and County and
City Club. This was back in 1833, just a year
before it was bestowed on the Royal and
Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews – a body which
spawned but which should not be confused
with The R&A. From Dornoch in the highlands
down to Jersey off the Normandy coast, there
are now 37 royal clubs in the UK, Ireland and
Channel Isles. As we head towards Queen
Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee, let’s take a look at
a cross section of royal clubs but focus on
those that are not within the Top 100 and are
therefore generally less celebrated.

Royal Belfast
Founded in 1881, this club is the oldest in all
Ireland. It moved home twice before
purchasing the stylish Victorian mansion and
beautiful surrounding parkland that is now its
home. This very attractive setting is further
enhanced by its northern perimeter bordering
Belfast Lough. Harry Colt was engaged to
design what is now a lush, emerald green
course that twists and turns its way round the
very grand clubhouse.
Tom MacKenzie completed an upgrade a
decade or so ago, and there are wonderful
views out across the water and to the hills of

Royal Ascot
Ascot Heath has been owned by the crown for
centuries, with horse racing here dating back
to the time of Queen Anne. Queen Victoria
granted royal status to the cricket club whose
square is inside the track, and she did likewise
when the golf club was formed in 1887. The
initial full design was by JH Taylor, and the
course underwent many changes but was still
a full 18 of modest length inside the race track.
In 2005, there was a move to a brand new
site just over the road in Windsor Great Park.

The club itself had disbanded during the First
World War, thus losing its royal status.
Following WWII, the club reformed as Ascot
Heath and, happily, during the 1977 Silver
Jubilee, the Queen reinstated the regal title.
The new course was designed by Jonathan
Tucker of STRI and runs through established
trees, as well as new plantings that have
quickly matured. There are six short holes in
the par of 70, and in an area endowed with
some of the finest courses in golf, it offers a
very good-value alternative.

Royal North Devon is the oldest
course in England

TOP 100
ROYALTY

Golf Monthly’s latest listing of the Top 100 courses in the UK&I includes no fewer than 14 royals…
Royal County Down 1
As a combination of
top-quality championship
golf and stunning setting,
this is the best.
Royal Dornoch 6
This dreamy, challenging
links attracts pilgrims
from all over the planet.
Royal Birkdale 7
England’s finest course – a
brilliant Open venue that
runs through the dunes.
Royal Portrush 8
A quite wonderful links
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even before its superb
pre-2019 Open upgrade.
Royal St George’s 11
A supreme test of golf
dating back to 1887 and
host of this year’s Open.
Royal Liverpool 12
Recent strengthening by
Martin Ebert has included
a dramatic new short hole.
Royal Lytham & St Annes 13
Historic links in an unlikely
suburban setting; a
strategic and testing
masterpiece.

Royal Aberdeen 16
A superb, traditional links
that constantly seeks to
impress and improve.
Royal Troon 17
The most recent British
recipient of the Royal title
in 1978.
Royal Porthcawl 22
The finest course in Wales
with terrific variety and
sea views from the start
to finish.
Royal St David’s 45
Towering dunes and

Harlech Castle overlook
this challenging links.
Royal Cinque Ports 53
Ever-improving links with
a fabulously testing
closing seven holes.
Royal West Norfolk 60
Other-worldly and
compellingly different
links that runs through the
Norfolk marshes.
Royal North Devon 85
England’s oldest course; a
wild, natural and
wonderful place to play.

Antrim beyond. There is a particularly
challenging start with a trio of
demanding and well-bunkered par
4s, and the holes closest to the water
probably provide the greatest
interest and fun. The club received its
royal title in 1885 following a visit by
the Prince of Wales.
Royal Blackheath
Although golf had already been
played way beforehand and
documentary evidence no longer
exists, the formal founding of this
world-famous club is believed to
have been in 1608. Although there
seems no doubt that this is by some
distance the oldest golf club in England, it is
not entirely sure when it received its royal
status, which may have been in 1901 or quite
possibly many years before.
With the support of its Quad Centenary
Club, the aims of which included a full
renovation of Royal Blackheath, the course
has been substantially upgraded in recent
years by architect Ken Moodie, in conjunction
with tree expert John Nicholson. The easywalking layout has been greatly improved
both visually and strategically.
Royal Cromer
Sitting on top of the north Norfolk coast, the very
pretty course at Royal Cromer is terrific fun and
a real pleasure to play. There are sensational
views and plenty of elevation changes, plus it
boasts great natural beauty. It is also a quite
unusual mixture of clifftop, parkland and
downland, with a hint of links thrown in.
The club was founded in 1888 and enjoyed its
regal status from the very start, thanks to its
first president’s friendly relationship with the
Prince of Wales. Old Tom Morris was responsible
for two sets of major revisions to the layout in
the following decade. Since then, plenty more
has changed, partly due to erosion of the cliffs,
and also to take advantage of the creativity of
a variety of famous architects including Taylor,
Braid and Pennink.
Duff House Royal
Situated about 50 miles due east of Castle
Stuart and Nairn, Duff House Royal was
founded in 1910 and has a remarkably
illustrious pedigree for a course that is really
not very well known. The original layout was
by Archie Simpson, of Royal Aberdeen fame,
and it was then redesigned in 1923 by the
great Alister MacKenzie.
The course had been largely dug over for
crops during the First World War, but its
renaissance saw a merger with Banff Golf
Club and the bestowal of the royal title by the
Duchess of Fife, who chose the name herself.

The 17th hole
at Royal
Wimbledon

At barely 6,000 yards with a par of 70 and a
solitary par 5, this is a very pretty riverside
course that is kept in excellent shape.
Royal Musselburgh
The oldest course in the world still being
played is Musselburgh Links, but its regal
neighbour is a mile or so further along the
East Lothian coast. Despite its similar proximity
to the water, it is a complete contrast – a
parkland layout with just three short holes in
its par of 70. The course was designed by
James Braid when the club relocated almost
a century ago, and it took with it the royal title
it had been granted back in 1876 by Prince
Arthur. Royal Musselburgh is the fifth-oldest
course in the world and its magnificent,
historic clubhouse is Prestongrange House.
Royal Wimbledon
This excellent course, almost unbelievably just
eight miles from London’s Hyde Park Corner,
was originally designed by Willie Park Junior
when the club relocated to Warren Farm in
1907. It had been granted its royal title 25 years
previously when the secretary wrote to the
Prince of Wales to request that he continue
his patronage.
Subsequent and substantial changes were
made by Harry Colt, who had been a member
of the club before its move. He even proposed
a further 18 holes, although this was rejected
by the club. The delightful course has evolved
into a very fine and enjoyable test of golf
through the heather, gorse and birch, with
plenty of variety also on offer.
As well as these courses, and for those of us
who love ticking off against a list, there is
majestic variety, ranging from the big names
to the likes of Royal Curragh, Royal Eastbourne
and Royal Tarlair. The latest club on home
territory to receive royal status was Royal
Troon, as recently as 1978. Whether or not
more clubs will be awarded this noble title,
perhaps to coincide with a major anniversary
or event, remains to be seen.
117

COURSES
HIDDEN GEMS
By Rob Smith

Nine-holers
There are plenty of historic, varied and unusual nine-holers
that also offer wonderful value for money

Braxted Park

an outrageously tough par 4 to a realistic birdie
chance. The clubhouse is a characterful old
This delightful parkland course in the heart of
cricket pavilion and the welcome is warm and
Essex is both pretty and engaging. An inventive
genuine. In as much as the course flies under
Usually
the radar and is very attractive, it is just about
approach to alternative tees means that
just
a
flick
with
the epitome of a hidden gem.
four holes change par on your second
a
wedge,
the
short
GF: 18 holes: £25, Mon-Fri
circuit, while the 6th goes from being
3rd at Braxted Park plays
down towards the lake and
sits at the furthest
point from the
clubhouse.
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Photography: Andy Hiseman, Getty Images, Kevin Diss, Rob Smith

Musselburgh Links
For its history alone, this is a must-visit. Golf was
documented to have been played here as long
ago as 1672 and it hosted six Opens up until 1889.
At this time, it was also the home of the
Honourable Company of Edinburgh Golfers
before its move to Muirfield. There are three par
3s and a reachable par 5, with all but two holes
running inside the race track. For a real step
back in time, hickory clubs are available for hire.
GF: nine holes: £17wd, £18.70we

Durness
Probably the course in the most remote,
undeveloped and idyllic natural location in
mainland Britain, Durness was designed in the
late 1980s by three local enthusiasts. This
one-of-a-kind links and heathland hybrid is
stunningly beautiful and the extreme setting has
the feel of a lunar landscape. Standout holes
include the par-5 6th and the celebrated par-3
closing hole that runs along the clifftop.
GF: 18 holes: £30

Holtye
Originally founded as the Liliput Golf Club, this
sporty and distinct nine-holer dates back to
1893. The first two holes ease you in, before an
absolute brute of a two-shotter that is usually
into the breeze and becomes scarily narrow.
The next three are all from inviting tees and take
you through a hidden valley. You then climb
back up at the 7th, before a well-protected short
hole and strong par 4 return you home.
GF: 18 holes: £22wd, £25we

Royal Worlington
& Newmarket
Bernard Darwin billed this traditional and very
peaceful course as the Sacred Nine, and many
rate it as the finest nine-holer in England. This
is almost an inland links where the bump-andrun is often the option to play. There are tee
shots over previous greens and streams and
heather to avoid.
GF: 18 holes: £80; day: £90
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Bill Elliott
I’m back and this time it
appears I’m serious. For
various tedious reasons, some
outside my control and some
very much inside my body, I’ve
only managed three rounds of
golf in almost a year. The third
of these has just taken place
across the wonderful green
acres of West Hill Golf Club in
deepest Surrey and a course
that never fails to delight.
Anyway, here’s the thing... I
am sitting here looking at a
scorecard that shows a gross
65 and that includes a run of

13th, a seven iron to 15ft. This was just as well as my back had
decided to turn nasty two holes earlier, my spine’s alarm at this
sudden burst of twisting and turning reducing my swing to an
even more comical thing than usual, except I wasn’t laughing.
I by-passed the tee action from there on in, concentrating on
wedge shots and putter action. Thing is I still enjoyed it. That’s the
beauty of scramble golf and it’s especially terrific when you have
a bloke on your side who can whack the ball 300 yards plus. Yet
many clubs ignore scrambles. Stroke play is for that small minority
of people who can really play this game. The rest of us should
concentrate on Stableford, match play and occasional scrambles.
By the time you cast a perhaps jaundiced eye over these words,
some man and woman will have won Olympic Gold Medals in
Tokyo for playing golf. This will be one of the greatest experiences
of their sporting life and yet too many of the game’s leading
players resisted the chance of representing their countries and
finding out what it is like to
become an Olympian.
I understand that some had
valid reasons. Sergio Garcia,
for example, sidestepped the
Games because he is battling
to secure a place in the Ryder
Cup, while the hapless Jon
Rahm managed to catch
Covid again, as did Baron
DeShampoo. Others just didn’t
fancy the trip, especially after
finding out there was no prize
fund – just a big medal made out of mostly silver with a bit of
gold plating and, for Tokyo, bits of recycled electronic devices.
Don’t ask, it’s a Japanese thing.
The winners will still treasure these things perhaps more than
any other object in their trophy rooms. Justin Rose did not carry
round a replica of his US Open trophy to show people, but he did
get his Olympic Gold Medal out at every opportunity after
triumphing in Brazil five years ago.
While I would prefer to see a mixed team competition and
preferably match play to decide Olympic golf, rather than
another 72-hole stroke play event, I applaud the game being in
the mix. The world watches the Olympics and if I can get hooked
on taekwondo and street skateboarding then golf needs its own
place in this great sporting theatre.
Golf can be a selfish game for solitary people at times, but
giving up a couple of weeks just once in your life to immerse
yourself in Olympic action and to feel the special buzz of it all, as
well as promoting the game that feeds you, is surely not too
much to ask. Is it?

“ S t r o k e p lay i s f o r t h a t
small minority who can
r e a l l y p l ay t h i s g a m e”

Golf Monthly’s
editor-atlarge and Golf
Ambassador
for Prostate
Cancer UK
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four consecutive 3s. Put that in
your breakfast porridge and
eat it. It’s the best scorecard
I’ve ever signed in 50 years of
grappling with the old game.
Okay, here’s the admission, it
was a Texas scramble with
four of us forming a team
– Michael, Rob, Andy and me.
Our highest handicap was 18
(me) and our lowest 1 (Andy,
who holds that mark at Royal
Troon so it’s especially worth
having). Still, I contributed a bit
to that final scorecard. I had
no choice as we each had to
offer at least four drives.
I managed my fourth
acceptable drive at the par-3
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Welcome

I

f driving is the glamour part of the
game, then the short game is very
much the business end of affairs. We
often overlook it in our quest to
improve, but the reality is that your ability
to turn three shots into two more often
closer to the green can quickly pave the
way to better scores.
In this supplement, created in association
with TaylorMade, the focus is on the various
shots you might face from 70 yards and in,
with top advice on set-up and technique
from Dan Grieve, the head professional at
Woburn Golf Club. Dan’s short-game
schools on the club’s superb Tavistock shortgame area are always well subscribed.
So, if you want a better understanding of
everything from pitching to putting and a
fast-track route to fewer shots in golf’s
scoring zone, check out Dan’s expert advice.
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TRANSFORM YOUR SHORT GAME
PITCHING

Improve your
pitching basics

1

Pitching should be seen as part of the short-game
family. Those who struggle the most, especially on
those awkward 30- to 80-yard shots, play pitches
too much like a mini version of their full swing. Think
about pitching as an extension of how you chip, rather
than a watered-down version of your long game.

4

In association with

Weight transfer
is unhelpful on
pitch shots

Caution
Transferring your
weight is great for
generating power, but
pitching is about
finesse and
distance
control.

Narrow your
stance and
grip down more

2

The problem with playing your pitches more like
a full swing is that you develop a bit of a weight
shift, as in the top photo. This is fine for the long
game, but becomes a problem in pitching. Set
up with your stance a lot narrower than you would with
your irons and grip down the club a little.

3

Create a pivot line
down your left side
to rotate around

The chest should face
the target and the leg
action should be quiet

Imagine a straight line running through your
front foot, knee, hip and up into the shoulder;
think of it as creating a ‘left side pivot’. This line
allows you to rotate all your pressure around
your front side, rather than moving from side-to-side as
it does a little bit more in the long game.
5
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The same length
back and through

1

One of the most common
faults I see with pitching is not
marrying the length of the
backswing to the length of the
follow-through. If you focus on
matching the length of your swing
going back and coming through,
you’ll find greater consistency when
it comes to delivering the strike.

6

2

In association with

Often I’ll see a long backswing and then
deceleration through the swing, which makes
the follow-through too short (see photos). Other
players are short on the way back, then try to
make up for it with an extended follow-through. Neither
method is conducive to clean, consistent ball-striking.

...you’re likely
to decelerate
through impact

If you swing
back too far...

The importance of bounce

3

Much of your success with
pitching comes back to the
‘left side pivot’ I mentioned
earlier. This also allows you
to hit your distances more regularly
and helps you to control the finesse
and touch needed to pitch it close.

I recommend matching the
bounce angle of your wedges
to your swing tendencies. For
example, if you’re a player with
a shallow angle of attack and
plenty of clubhead release, you
might want to think about
getting a club with a lower
bounce to avoid the trailing
edge hitting the ground and
kicking up, which often creates
a thin shot. If you’re quite steep
with the leading edge, it’s
probably a good idea to get a
wedge with extra bounce, so it
will glide more as it comes into
contact with the ground.
7
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Pitching
distance control

1

Pitching can be split into two elements. First, you
have your distance wedges, which are full wedge
shots. Then, there are your finesse wedges, and it is
this type of shot that most players find tougher to
execute and hit the right yardage on a consistent basis.

Ball selection
Playing the right golf ball is
essential in all areas, but
particularly around the
greens. The TaylorMade
TP5, which I’m using here,
and the TP5x both deliver
excellent feel and spin
control. The TP5x now has a
softer cover than prior
models, which also assists
with greenside grab.
Elsewhere, the Tour
Response ball boasts
comparable levels of spin,
too. It’s essential to find a
ball that offers you the best
performance for your
game in all areas.
8

In association with

Spend time
fine-tuning your
wedge line-up

Stance
Keeping your
stance narrow can help
to prevent you from
taking too long a
backswing.

2

A gap fitting, where a launch monitor will tell you
how far you hit your wedges, will help to ensure
that the distances between your pitching, gap,
sand and lob wedges (if you carry one) are
nicely staggered. This should reduce the number of
times you find yourself facing fiddly three-quarter shots.

3

Grip down to
promote a more
compact swing

Many golfers struggle with finesse wedge shots
as they struggle to control backswing in relation
to distance. Set-up is often the root cause, with
the stance too wide and the hands too far up
the grip, as for a full swing. This often then leads to them
creating too long a backswing for the shot in hand.
9
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My address system

1

Try my ‘address system’ to
control your wedge distances.
With ‘address one’, set up with a
clubhead’s width between the
middle of your feet, stand a little
closer to the ball with your hands
down towards the bottom of the
grip, and keep about 60 per cent of
your weight on your left foot. Now
you should feel a natural end point
to your backswing – you cannot get
your left arm to go any further back.
From here, you can gently rotate
through the shot, which should travel
about 30 yards with a 56° wedge.

2

With ‘address two’, have
your feet two clubheadwidths apart and your
hands in the middle of the
grip. Stand a little further away
from the ball, but keep your
weight on your left foot. The
natural end point of your
backswing should reach a little
higher (9 o’clock), allowing for a
longer pitch of about 50 yards.

My address system creates a
governor – a ‘sticky’ end in the
backswing – that will prevent
you from overhitting
10

Warning
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In theory, the
‘clockface’ system,
where you swing back to a
certain ‘time’, should work well.
But it’s hard to execute
regularly and still allows
you to overswing
and overhit
the ball.

3

With ‘address three’, set
up with your feet the
width of three clubheads
apart and position your
hands almost at the top of the
grip. Stand a little further away
from the ball again. The natural
end point of your backswing
should now feel longer – but not a
full swing – and allow you to pitch
the ball approximately 70 yards.
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How to pitch from
muddy lies

1

Many club golfers find this
shot tough because it’s hard
to get that ball-first contact.
Get your set-up right and the
shot will become a lot easier. The
ball position should be just back of
centre and you need to get your
chest bone a good few inches
ahead of the ball (below), as this
dictates the low point in the swing.
Club golfers often get their weight
stuck on the back foot, and this
moves the low point back, making it
all too easy to hit the ground first.

12
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The
finish
Bounce doesn’t help
from muddy lies

With a long finish,
you tend to release
more of the sole’s bounce. A
more curtailed finish with more
pace allows the hands to
stay in front of the
clubhead and get
that ball-first
contact.

To make good
contact, use the
leading edge

2

With most short game-shots, sole bounce is
your friend, but with this type of shot it isn’t. Make
sure you’re using more of the leading edge to
help you make good contact into the back of
the ball. If you use too much of the bounce from muddy
or wet lies, the club will just dig in and you’ll duff the ball
a yard. Yes, the ball will come out low and ‘hot’, but that’s
the sacrifice you have to make to get the quality strike.

3

If you need a little extra height – perhaps you
have a bunker in front of you – set up with the
toe lower than the heel and your hands a little
further away from you. Open the face a little,
and make sure you address the ball out of the toe (top
photo). Stand more open with high hands and swing
across the ball. You should be able to nip the toe
underneath and generate the height you need.
13
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Chipping versus
pitching

1

Chipping and pitching are in
the same short-game family
– so it’s still about keeping a
‘left side pivot’ and rotating the
body. However, the difference
comes in how you use your wrists.

The wrists hinge far
less in a chip shot
14

2

In this situation, with the pin approximately 15-20
yards away, I want to get the ball on the ground
and running towards the hole as soon as
possible. I’m choosing a chip shot, so the ball is
going to spend more time on the ground than it does in
the air. Note how there is less wrist action in a chip.

3

In association with

With the flag now 35 yards away I’m choosing a
pitch, in which the ball spends more time in the
air than on the ground. The key difference
between the two shots is the wrist action needed
to create extra speed. To get the club back further you
need a certain amount of wrist hinge, but not too much.
More wrist hinge
in a pitch shot

The chipping
action with very
little wrist hinge

Consistency
You may want to
widen your stance a
fraction when pitching, but for
better results around the greens,
keep the other elements of
your short-game
technique
consistent.
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Chipping basics

1

I like to see the
feet a clubhead’s
width apart

You don’t want a wide stance – keep it narrow to trap
the centre of gravity and limit excessive movement.
The ball position should be just back of centre. You
want a slight forward lean with the shaft and then
just flare your front foot out a touch, as shown here.
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2

Stand a little closer to the ball and it will help to
keep your left wrist nice and flat. If you stand too
far away, you’ll create an angle that promotes
too much wrist action. The shoulders should be
level, so not tilted like they would be in your long game.

In association with

Grip
Many club
golfers grip the
club way too tightly
when chipping. Try to loosen
this up a fraction, which
will help you to get
a cleaner
strike.

Get your set-up right and you are
90 per cent of the way towards
making good contact. It doesn’t
make a bad shot impossible, but
it does make it more unlikely

3

Put all this together and you
should make a good, clean
contact. Note how I just
rotate around the left pivot
line; really think of your weight
running through your left foot, knee,
hip and shoulder throughout.
17
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Chipping
drill

1

Varying what club you chip
with is one of the game’s lost
arts. If you use the same club
around the greens all the time,
you’ll end up having to hit the ball
harder to get it to the pin on longer
chips. I recommend sticking to the
same chipping technique but
varying the club. Practise chipping
with three different clubs, including
a straighter-faced one than you
would perhaps normally consider.
This way, you’ll find it easier to chip
the ball close more often.

Vary club rather
than technique for
more conistency

2

In association with

Place a towel on the green
a third of the way to the
hole so two-thirds of your
overall shot distance is
between that point and the pin. Use
your normal chipping technique
with a 9-iron to see if you can land
the ball by the towel so it rolls out
the remaining distance to the pin.

Club
choice
Hit chips with all
three clubs to get a feel
for where you need to land
each one relative to the towel.
Now you have options! The
straighter-faced clubs
could bring you a
lot more joy.

Practise with your game ball

3

With your 7-iron, for
example, you will need to
land the ball on the ground
sooner, so your new target
is short of the towel – perhaps 25

per cent carry and 75 per cent roll.
With a 56˚ wedge, you’ll want to
carry the ball approximately 75 per
cent of the way as it will fly further in
the air, spin more and roll out less.

Many club golfers practise with
a different ball to the one they
play with, but this makes it hard
to develop a consistent feel
around the greens. Take the
TaylorMade TP5 and TP5x balls,
for example. The TP5 offers the
softer feel of the two premium
models as well as greater
greenside spin. We may be
talking fractions, but so much
of the short game is about feel.
Whichever ball you choose to
play with, keep it consistent
and use it in practice too – it
could make a big difference.
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Chip and run
technique

1

With a perfect lie in the fringe
and plenty of green to work
with, the chip and run is the
perfect choice of shot.
Remember, one of the keys to
executing a good strike in chipping
is to make sure the left wrist is nice
and flat. Standing a little closer will
prevent too much wrist action. With
chipping, we’re looking to take the
wrists out of the equation.

Keep the
left wrist flat

20

In association with

Left
bias
The set-up advice
and drill here really
highlight how important it
is to favour your left
side when
chipping.

2

One of the most common faults I see with the
chip and run shot is players moving all of their
weight back – they ‘back off’ in a mistaken
attempt to help the ball up into the air. But this
actually means the low point of the swing will be too far
behind the ball, leading to fat and thin contacts.

3

Keeping your
weight left will
improve contact

This drill will really improve your contact. Set up
with your left foot forward and your right one
dragged back and on its toes. This helps get all
your weight on your left side. The goal is to stay in
this position as you hit. Keeping weight forward when
you chip should become second nature with this drill.
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Flop shot made easy

1

A successful flop shot relies on
having the correct set-up – you
want a wide stance so you
don’t ‘drift’ from side to side.
Often, fat or thin flop shots are down
to unwanted sideways movement.

Widen your
stance for this
short-game shot
22
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2

Set 70-80 per cent of your
weight on the front foot, with
the ball towards your left
heel. The right shoulder is a
little lower than the left, which is
ideal as it encourages the low point
of the swing to be a touch behind
the ball, allowing the sole’s bounce
to slide underneath at impact.

3
No shaft lean helps
utilise bounce and loft

4

Stand a bit further away
from the ball to allow your
hands to sit nice and low.
This will also give you some
cupping in the left wrist. Press
forward with your lower body and
make sure the shaft is in line with
the back of the ball to allow the
bounce and loft to be showing. You
don’t want any forward lean of the
shaft as this will take loft and
bounce off the club. This is ideal
with lots of grass beneath the ball,
but beware – from a firm or tight lie
this could bring the thin into play.

When you take the club
back, the key points are to
feel your knuckles pointing
up towards the sky and to
make sure there is some cupping of
the left wrist, as shown here. A
common mistake with wrist position
when playing the flop shot is to
arch the left wrist away from the
body, which closes the face and
takes loft and bounce off the club.

5

Try to focus on the loft of
the club pointing back at
your face as you follow
through. It’s also really
important that you keep turning
your chest through the shot.
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How to play
bunker shots
Open the
clubface

Take a wide stance,
as you would with
your driver

24
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1

A wide base helps guard
against moving from side
to side, which can often
lead to fats or thins. Turn
your front foot out about 45˚ so
your front knee sits over it and
sets most of your weight over
your lead leg – maybe up to 80
per cent. Set the ball just inside
your left heel and open the
clubface. Note the neutral shaft
line, with the hands neither
ahead of nor behind the ball.

2

In soft sand, you can
afford to allow your
right shoulder to drop
back a little bit – you
don’t want to get your upper
body stacking over your left leg
too much. Stand a bit further
away from the ball, too, to allow
your hands to drop nice and
low at address. Plenty of knee
flex will then help you to feel as
though you have got yourself
firmly rooted in the sand.

3

Put a clump of sand on
the clubface and try to
throw it over your back
shoulder at the top. If
you can, your wrist is nicely
cupped and you’re keeping loft
and bounce on the club in the
takeaway. Then, on the followthrough, try to throw the sand
over your front shoulder. If you
can, the face hasn’t turned over
and you’ve retained the loft and
bounce crucial for splash shots.
25
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Tackling
different lies

1

Often, you’ll face a bunker shot
from more compacted sand, as
on the right. It’s a skill to be able
to correctly read the lie and
make the adjustments required, but
if you don’t alter your technique and
approach it like a standard splash
from fluffy sand (left), you’re likely to
catch it thin. Read on to learn how to
play from compacted sand.

26
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Follow
through
You don’t want a full
and complete release on
bunker shots from tight
lies, so focus on a
more curtailed
finish.

2

Set your left
shoulder over
your left foot

From a compacted lie, keep your stance the
same – weight forward on the left side – but get
your left shoulder more over your left foot. This
steepens your angle of attack. The club will come
down into the sand more with the leading edge than the
trailing edge of the bounce, so it digs down a bit more.

3

Curtail your
follow-through

Move the ball back a little at address and add a
bit more forward lean in the shaft to promote a
different follow-through. It should be a lot
shorter than on a standard splash to help get
the leading edge travelling down more into the sand.
Again, this will help to guard against thin contact.
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Putting
technique

1

Let’s start with the putting
fundamentals. Your eyes don’t
need to be directly over the
ball. However, it’s important
they are somewhere in the region of
the boundaries of the ball. Stand too
far away and your eyeline will be
pointing too far to the right. You’re
likely to then aim right and push
your putts. If you stand too far over
the ball, your eyes will start to track
left and you’re likely to aim left and
pull your putts. Drop a ball from
where your eyes are, as above; if it
lands on or close to the ball on the
ground, you’re in a good position.

28

2

In association with

In putting, you don’t want a lot of excessive hip
movement during the stroke. Take a hip-width
stance and imagine your lower body is encased
in concrete to avoid unhelpful movement.

3

This drill will establish
whether you’re able to
consistently start the ball
on line. Place two tee pegs
a foot in front of you at address, a
ball to a ball-and-a-half’s width
apart. Hit ten putts and see how
many you can cleanly get through
the gate. Most golfers have a
pattern. If you’re consistently hitting
the ball through the middle, then
you’re starting the ball on line.
However, if you hit the right peg
three or four times, for example, you
know that something in your set-up
or stroke is causing a push.
Let technology help
Alignment is arguably the most
important factor when it comes
to putting. The TaylorMade TP5
Pix golf ball – as I’m using here
– features a ClearPath
Alignment that not only helps
with aim, but also reveals how
well you’re rolling the ball end
over end via its strategically
placed triangular graphics.
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Putting grips

1

The reverse overlap is perhaps
the most classic putting grip. It
has been used by some of the
game’s greatest putters, like
Ben Crenshaw, Brad Faxon and
Tiger Woods. See how my left
forefinger travels down the knuckles
of the right hand. You’ll feel like it
really locks the top of the hand from
the top of the thumb to the forearm
(photo right) because it extends the
thumb longer down the grip.

30

2

The left-below-right grip
creates a little bit of extra
strength and arch in the
left wrist, which promotes
a lower, stronger follow-through.
If you tend to pull your putts, I
would certainly recommend
having a go with this grip.

Personal
preference

In association with

Try these different
grips to see what you’re
most comfortable with. However,
don’t use your driver grip, which
is all about creating wrist
hinge for speed. With
putting, you want
to lock the
wrists.

3

You’ve probably seen a
good number of players
adopting the claw, which
is a grip Tommy Fleetwood
uses. The fingers of the right hand
will usually sit on top of the grip,
with the right thumb underneath.
Some people like this because it
feels as though it takes a little bit
of the right hand out of the stroke.
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Understanding your
putting stroke arc

1

I often get asked what is the
best arc for the putting stroke.
Is it a slight arc, a more
exaggerated one or a straight
back and through motion? We all
have our own slight tendencies and
it isn’t the case that any one is
better than the others. However, it is
important not to get too far outside
or too far inside the line. A good way
to self-diagnose the arc of your
stroke is to set up a straight line
with a piece of string over the top of
your putter. Hit a few putts and
observe what your putter head
does relative to the string. Your PGA
pro will also be able to help you
determine your putting arc.

This line of balls
represents an arc
slightly on the inside
32
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A slight arc
outside the line
can cause issues

Caution
Does your putter
suit the style of your
stroke? If I used a facebalanced putter with my stroke, I
would tend to push my putts
as these models do not
want to swing as
much in the
toe.

2

If your stroke comes too much from the inside, as
in the bottom photo here, you will find it more
difficult to square the face at impact. A push to
the right will be your most likely miss. With the
opposite problem – your putter starts back too far
outside the line (top right) – you’re likely to pull putts.
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Once you’re comfortable with your stroke and
know what arc it has, it’s vital you match your
putter to your stroke. My TaylorMade TP Patina
Collection putter is heel-balanced – the toe
hangs down when you balance it on a finger. My stroke is
a bit more in-to-in and it helps me to square the face up.
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TRANSFORM YOUR SHORT GAME
PUTTING

In association with

Which hand leads
in putting?

If you push putts,
release more with
the right hand

1

If you tend to push putts right,
you may want to feel a touch
more right-hand release.
Watch for how the butt of the
grip works as you go through. If
you’re a little bit right-hand
dominant, the butt will point more at
the belt buckle going through and
that means the putter is releasing.
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If you pull putts,
keep your left
hand a bit firmer
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If you tend to pull putts left,
you may want to feel like you
lead a bit more with your left
hand to keep the putter face
squarer through impact. Keep your
left hand a bit firmer. When this
hand leads more, you’ll see the butt
point more at the left hip with the
face being held more square.

3

A simple gate drill, as
above, will show you if your
ball is hitting the right-hand
or left-hand tee, indicating
a tendency to push or pull your
putts respectively. Depending on
your tendencies, you can then try
using either a more dominant right
hand or more dominant left hand.
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